Algerian opposition assails Libya 

AL*31EitS (R) — The leader of m Algerian opposition party has accused 
VkpfA ci artaiog Tuareg rebels end taxtmg the desen tows ofTamanrasset 
intO'Stp fttrai ■ suxfaet. - “There ate foreign hands, notably Libyan, 
e yp k yia g the rfatress of certain population* they have reem^ed, trained 
aa^t^rmed./ onldiigxhem be&evcaB Tuaregs ire Lftyun," said Ahmad 
IQu^jJbead of -tbcFrcc Sociaf Pjgty fPSL). hi an interview published 
Monday- He eold the Algerian rialiy Al Watan he had teamed that 
”T anwnryssetlMB become an arias mariner' Even Kalashnikovs are on 
offcr.Tfot i* catt r e r B eTy seriocs.'^.On Friday Mr. Kbctil warned a joinl 
g ovamaan t^oppo rit iop confemcE that there was “a climate of insecurity 
in ike deep sooth of the country.’* Tjunanrasser is 1,070 kilometres south 
of Algiettoear an i area expanses of desert in Algeria and neighbouring 
coontrie*.. fa cariy' July Algerian radio reported that an armed group 
“trained by a neighbouring country” had infiltrated the south to attack 
Tuareg refugee# near Tamanrasset where one person was killed. 


Jo 


Army attacks kill 19 m Sahara — Polisario 

ALGIERS (AP) — Moroccan army attacks on guerrillas fighting for the 
independence of the Western Sahara lave destroyed water holes and 
caused 19 desen nomads to die of dehydration, the guerrillas claimed 
Monday. Seven Moroccan army regiments have taken part in the attacks 
smee Friday along the Western Sahara’s borders with Algeria and 
Mauritania, said Brahim Hakim, spokesman for the Polisario movement 
in Algiers. They include mechanised infantry, armoured squadrons and 
artillery, Mr. Hakim claimed. Polisario continues to hold its military 
headquarters at Bir Lahlou, Hakim said, but the oasis has been "totally 
destroyed" by large-scale attacks centering on it. Nineteen people are 
dead and 65 missing due to attacks in the region. Polisario claimed in a 
separate communique released by iu> office in Madrid. "The majority of 
the dead are women and children who were unable to withstand the high 
temperatures and lack of water in the areas they were obliged to move 
to." the communique said. U.N. drier favours Sahara timetable, page 2. 
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Iran says 42 drug 
rings basted 

.NlCOSlA^(AP) — Iranian au- 
thorities broke up 42 drug traf- 
fkkmgrinjpbetween July 23 and 
- Aog._ 22i fflTr^etf 1,886 smug- 
glers and confiscated 2,800 idlog- 
raatroesbf narcotics, the Islamic 
RfijmWic News Agency (IRS A) 
reported Monday. Almost 150 
weapons ia^ 109vehides were 


has. executed tma- 


. opponents 

wifa^&' ffase trials. 


^ "lore guerrillas 




JQfan exchange for a 
freed earBer this 
i ' Cross officials said, 
^^etgfat men were 
ie Pamtanl town of 
t fem g the total of 
tid in die exchange so 


in exchange for 
^^^way tochmdan Qarban 
ABJ>Attfoy, : held by Mnjahe- 
He was rdeased 


- Soviet envoy. 

author 




(R) - Ekters of 
community have 
mrf religious con- 
^ Unae author who 
WWtovej about the fife of 

• OtLlbad t)>j« 


author, Musbach 
radio he had 
book in a fetfle 
gg ^B^peaaU the ban. JMr. 

-Jaist week. After 
angry, telephone 
~%^*CScpi!^l8bBW6 tfir^teiring 
J® he-'bamed copter of the 
P°^ jn:ptdJ^c and withdrew it 
firo ® pBb&atk». 


Gorbachev accepts blame for 
coup, vows continued reform 

Congress of People’s Deputies to meet Sept 2; 
breakaway republics gain increased foreign support 

Combined agency despatches rive a timetable. apartment. Initial reports said be shot “In a word, the plot was rioenins 


A . CHASTENED President 
Mikhail Gorbachev Monday 
Mamed himself for failing to head 
off the hardline communist coup 
and promised national elections 
for AH government posts — in- 
cluding his own. 

_ In an address to Soviet law- 
makers meeting in emergency 
session, Mr. Gorbachev also 
pledged to remake a union sent 
reeling towards disintegration in 
the aftermath of last week’s 
three-day coop. 

Six of the 15 Soviet republics — 
most recently Byelorussia and the 
Ukraine — have declared inde- 
pendence. Georgia took mea- 
sures to secede earlier this year, 
and Moldavia is to consider for- 
mal secession Tuesday. 

Ami the failure of the coup has 
given a big boost to independence 
drives in the Baltics. Numerous 
nations are moving toward recog- 
nising the independence of Esto- 
nia, Latvia and Lithuania, and 
calls for recognising their inde- 
pendence were beard Monday in 
( the Supreme Soviet (seepaegg). 

In his speech to the Supreme 
Soviet legislature, Mr. Gor- 
bachev said be had returned from 
his three-day imprisonment that 
ended Wednesday to a “different 
country;” The legislators erupted 
,.m_ applause, 

“Immediately after the union 
treaty is signed, we must begin a 
campaign to elect all onion 
organs, including the president,” 
Mr. Gorbachev said. He did not 


give a timetable. 

Mr. Gorbachev previously 
proposed drafting a new Soviet 
constitution within six months of 
the signing of the union treaty, to 
be followed by elections. Diplo- 
mats and Soviet officials say that 
process could take two years. 

Mr. Gorbachev's chances of 
concluding a union treaty to bind 
the republics together in a looser 
federation have been put in se- 
rious doubt by the quick moves 
by the Soviet republics to leave 
the Soviet Union. 

Also Monday: 

— Lawmakers vexed 436-7 with 15 
abstentions to scrutinise the be- 
haviour of all Soviet organisations, 
presumably including the Communist 
Party, the KGB and the Defence 
Ministry, during the coup. Tlicy abo 
voted to demand an "informational 
report" on the putsch from Mr. Gor- 
bachev. 

— New Soviet Defence Minister 
Yevgeny Shaposbnikov told reporters 
he would reorganise the general staff. 

— The acting speaker of the Sup- 
reme Soviet. Ivan Laptev, announced 
that the government newspaper 
Izvcstia had been made independent. 
The state news agency TASS also said 
it in tended to become independent. 

— TASS reported in a brief dis- 
patch that Nikolai Kiudtiaa, business 
manager of the Communist Party’s 
policy setting Centra! Committee, 
bad committed suicide. It did nor say 
when that happened. 

Sergei F. Akhromeyev, Mr. Gor- 
bachev’s chief military adviser, 
hanged himself in' his Kremlin office 
Saturday. 

Last week, one of the eight coup 
leaders. Interim’ Minister Boris Ptigo, 
was found fatally shot in his Moscow 


apartment. Initial reports said be shot 
himself, but those who found him said 
be may have been murdered. 

— Lawmakers voted 10 convene an 
extraordinary session of the parlia- 
ment’s parent body, the Congress of 
People’s Deputies. Sept. 2. 

Russian Federation President Boris 
Yeltsin, who emerged as the main 
power broker after leading resistance 
to the coup, bad suggested Sunday 
the congress meet instead of the 
Supreme Soviet and formally dissolve 
Mr. Gorbachev’s cabinet. Many 
cabinet members were involved in the 
coup. 

— Minutes before parliament con- 
vened Monday, the body’s chairman, 
Anatoly Lukyanov, announced hq 
had resigned. Lukyanov, a* friend of 
Mr. Gorbachev siiwv law school, de- 
nied he joined the coup plotters. Mr. 
Yeltsin had accused Mr. Lukyanov of 
being a driving force behind the 
conspiracy. 

— The Russian Republic said it 
reserved the right to question its 
borders with any Soviet republic 
which withdrew from the Soviet Un- 
ion. 

A statement signed by Presdent 
Yeltsin's press spokesman, issued by 
TASS news agency, excluded the 
three Baltic republics with which Rus- 
sia has signed agreements. -i 

"Should these (relations with other 
republics in the Soviet Union) cease, 
the Russian Federation reserves the 
right to raise the question of review- 
ing the frontiers," it said. 

Mr. Gorbachev Monday told the 
Supreme Soviet the coup “did not 
break out unexpectedly, out of the 
bhie. Its forerunners were hysterical 
publications by the rightists in the 
press and at central committee (meet- 
ing?) ... and the open sabotage of 
many peres t roika-related decisions by 
party stale structures." 


“In a word, the pkn was ripening," 
he said. 

"At the same time, instead of 
decisive actions and measures, liber- 
alism and leniency were shown. I 
Maine myself first of all for this.’’ 

Mr. Gorbachev said there "is a 
lesson of the first order ... a more 
important cause, or reason, which 
made posable this attempt against 
democracy, the attempt to turn the 
country back to totaUtarianisiu by 
force. 

"This reason,” he said, was "a lack 
of derisiveness and consistency in 
carrying out democratic reforms.” 

"It’s not only my fault, but the fault 
of all of us, the Supreme Soviet of the 
USSR, the leading organs of the 
party, the government. 

"Our good intentions, our weli- 
fommlated goals and plans were 
largely not fulfilled because we failed 
to change the old mechanism of pow- 
er." 

Now, the military must be ex- 
amined and KGB reformed, the re- 
publics must make more economic 
derisions and land reform must be 
instituted along with new efforts to 
combat tbe budget deficit, he said. 

Mr. Gorbachev said he would nor 
waver in his six-year-old programme 
of political and social reform. 

Mr. Gorbachev had shocked the 
wdrid Saturday by announcing his 
resignation as head of the Communist 
Party, the primary engine in the 
political and social life of die Soviet 
Union for more than seven decades. 
Mr. Gorbachev, however, said be will 
remain a party member. 

Outside the chamber, former KGB 
Colonel Oleg Kalugin, a reformer 
who has openly criticised the secret 
police, said he expected tbe KGB 
would be "dissolved and rescon- 
shructed ... so it wfll be an entirely 

(Con ti nu ed on page 5) 


U.N. chief sees progress in Moscow will continue 
Lebanon hostage talks role in peace efforts 


GENEVA (Agencies) — U.N. 
Secretary-General Javier Perez 
de Cuellar said Monday he saw 
signs of progress in tbe Middle 
East hostage crisis and he would 
meet an Iranian envoy Tuesday. 

He spoke to reporters after 
being briefed by his personal 
representative, Giandomenico 
Pioco, who returned from a visit 
to Isreal last week. 

“I continue my hope that 
something very important will 
happen in seeing all the detainees 
set free,” he said. “When, I 
cannot say, but tilings are moving 
and moving at a good pace.” 

He said Iran’s envoy might be 
its ambassador to the United 
Nations in New York, Kama ! 
Kharrazi, with whom he discus- 
sed the hostage issue in Geneva 
two weeks ago. 

In Beirut, a leader of tbe group 
believed to be tbe umbrella orga- 
nisation for the hostage holders 
reiterated that it held two missing 
Israelis but refused to reveal 
whether they were alive or dead 
(see page 2). 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar arrived in 
Geneva Sunday after a vacation 
in Portugal. Brfbre leaving Lis- 
bon he told reporters he hoped to 
have “some results before the 
end of this month or the begin- 
ning of next month," according to 
hk spokeswoman Nadia Younes. 

Meanwhile, the Beirut daily 


L’Orient le Jour reported Mon- 
day that Iran had dispatched tbe 
commander of its Revolutionary 
Guards, Rafik Dost, to Beirut. 

Mr- Dost is “armed with spe- 
cial powers to accelerate arrange- 
ments for a global deal on die 
hostages.” the paper quoted an 
unidentified source in east Leab- 
non. 

Mohammad Sherri, spokesman 
for die Iranian embassy, said he 
was not authorised to comment 
on newspaper reports. A spokes- 
man for Hizbollah (Party of 
God), Iran's chief ally in Leba- 
non, also declined comment. 

Tbe independent daily said Mr. 
Dost has been in Beirut for sever* 
al days, but gave no details of his 
meetings or activities. 

Iran’s Revolutionary Guards 
have an estimated 3,000-man 
contingent based since 1982 in 
east Lebanon's town of Baalbek, 
where most of the 11 Westerners 
missing is Lebanon are believed 
held. 

Hizbollah, the umbrella for 
hostage-holders, also has bases in 
and around Baalbek, 65 
kilometres east of Beirut. 

One hostage-holding faction 
has demanded that Israel free 
some 4,000 Lebanese prisoners, 
including fundamentalist Shiite 
deric Abdul Karim Obeid, in 
exchange for the Western hos- 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union will continue work- 
ing with tbe United States and 
Egypt to find a peaceful settle- 
ment to the Middle East conflict, 
Moscow’s ambassador to Egypt 
said Monday. 

Vladimir Poliakov spoke to re- 
porters after delivering to Egypt’s 
foreign minister Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev’s thanks for 
the support of President Hosni 
Mubarak and Egypt during last 
week’s failed ooup in tbe Soviet 
Union. 

“The leaders of the coup were 
not interested in establishing 
peace in the Middle East,” Mr. 
Poliakov said. “The Soviet Union 
will continue its role in support- 
ing the peace process. Events will 
not affect this role.” 

Amr Mousa, the foreign m mi- 
ter, said be told Mr. Poliakov of 
Egypt’s interest in continuing tbe 
search for regional peace. Mr. 
Mousa said be reiterated Egypt’s 
support for Mr. Gorbachev and 
for Moscow’s role in the peace 
process. 

Shortly before last week's 
coup, Mr. Gorbachev and U.S. 
President George Bush agreed to 
host a Middle East peace confer- 
ence to end tbe Arab-Israeb con- 
flict. 

The conference is scheduled 
tentatively for October, although 
obstacles remain such as who will 
represent the Palestinians. 


Syria said Monday the failed 
Soviet coup would not hinder tbe 
peace process but “obstacles" 
raised by Israel cast doubt on 
convening tbe talks in October. 

“The Tecent events in tbe 
Soviet Union will not block the 
Middle East peace process but 
Israel’s insistence on banning cer- 
tain Palestinians from peace talks 
is putting a proposed peace con- 
ference in doubt,” Foreign Minis- 
ter Farouq Al Sharaa told Reu- 
ters in an interview. 

Israel refuses to deal with tbe 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (FLO) and rules out Palesti- 
nian negotiators from Arab East 
Jerusalem. 

' Mr. Sharaa said that if the 
Soviet coup had succeeded. Mid- 
dle East peace efforts would have 
been blocked because it would 
have been difficult for tbe U.S. 
government to deal with the coup 
leaders. 

“The Palestinians have made 
two main concessions for tbe 
convening of the conference and 
agreed not to let representatives 
of the PLO to take part directly 
and that the Palestinian delega- 
tion be joint with tbe Jordanian 
delegation..-. 

“Palestinians should decide for 
themselves who should represent 
them at the talks. Israel’s 
attempts to exclude Palestinians 
from tbe peace talks is unjust and 
will not lead to peace,” he said. 


Lebanese deputies approve civil war crimes amnesty 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Parlia- 
ment Monday approved a general 
amnesty for dvil war crimes that 
would allow rebel General 
Michel Aoun to leave his French 
embassy refuge and take up asy- 
lum in France. 

Tbe endorsement came after a 
five-hour heated debate of tbe 
amnesty bill that was pot forward 
by President EUas Hrawi’s gov- 
ernment to resolve the Aoun case 
and dispel a strain that developed 
with Ranee because of it. 

Parliament Speaker Hussein 
Hussetm’s office said the bill was 
endorsed by a majority of 72 
members present, but dedsned to 
give an immediate breakdown of 
the vote. 

'here is no specific date set for 
Gen. Aeon’s departure. The bfll 
has to go to Mr. Hrawi to sign it 
as a presidential decree within the 


next two days. 

Gen. Aoun would benefit from 
the amnesty that covers civil war 
crimes from April 1975 to March 
1991 when the decree is published 
by Lebanon’s official gazette, giv- 
ing it the force of law. 

Arrangements then wfll have to 
be worked out to let him and his 
two top aides to leave the French 
embassy in east Beirut, where they 
have stayed in refuge for more 
than nine months. 

Gen. Aoun, a former comman- 
der of die army, ted an ll-month 
mutiny against Mr. Hrawi when 
he was elected preadent by par-* 
bament in a session held in east 
Lebanon’s town of Chtaura, 
which is controlled by the Syrian 
army. 

Gen. Aoun contended that 
election was unconstitutional and 

held out with 20,000 loyalist 


troops in Lebanon’s Christian 
heartland north and northeast of 
Beirut. 

Gen. Aoun took refuge in the 
French embassy in Beirut after 
thousands of Lebanese and Sy- 
rian troops, backed by Syrian air 
power, ended his mutiny last Oct. 
13. 

The law authorised the govern- 
ment to issue a special amnesty to 
.Gen. Aoun who would then have 
48 hours to leave the country for 
France. 

■ The sonrees expected tbe 
cabinet to meet soon and issue 
the special amnesty which would 
be conditional on Gen. Aoun not 
resuming his political activity in 
exile. 

Assassinations of politicians, 
including two p resi d ents, a prime 
minister and several deputies, 
Arab and foreign diplomats and 


religious figures are excluded 
from the general amnesty. 
Crimes of cooperation with Israel 
are also not included. 

The government had said it 
wanted to try Gen. Aoun for war 
crimes and demanded be hand 
over $35 million which it said he 
had stolen through illegal taxes. 
Gen. Aoun said the money was 
given to him by his supporters. 

Official sources bad said the 
money would be deposited in a 
frozen bank account with French 
guarantees it would not be 
touched until agreement was 
reached on what to do with it. 

The general amnesty is part of 
a national reconciliation drive to 
end the avil war. Officials fear 
the country would fall apart if the 
alleged war criminals from diffe- 
rent factions were put on trial. 



ARAB PROTEST: Leaders of the Arab 

community in Israd stage protests in front of the 
office of the Israeli {Mime minister hi s up p ort of 
their demands for parity with Jews in government 


allocations. The protesters, who have been staging 
a sit -In strike on the site, have derided to step up 
their action since, they say, the Israeli interior and 
finance ministers were avoiding the issue. 


Arafat leaves Amman after talks 9 
continues to seek U.S. guarantees 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) Chairman 
Yasser Arafat left Amman Mon- 
day after a one-day visit during 
which he. held talks with Hie 
Majesty King Hussein on the 
proposed Middle East peace con- 
ference. 

According to sources quoted 
by the Associated Press, Mr. 
Arafat held talks with Prime 
Minister Taher Masri and Fore- 
ign Minister Abdullah Ensour be- 
fore his departure. There was no 
official confirmation of the re- 
port. 

“Tbe talks centred on efforts to 
coordinate stands towards con- 
vening a Middle East peace con- 
ference and ensuring its success,” 
said an unidentified senior official 
quoted by tbe AP. 

According to another “well- 
placed Jordanian source" quoted 
by Reuters. Mr. Arafat was main- 
taining a tough line on the confer- 
ence and wanted guarantees from 
the U.S. 

“They (Mr. Arafat and tbe 
PLO) are taking their time to see 
what they can get,” said a senior 
Jordanian official quoted by Reu- 
ters. 

Yasser Abed Rabbo, a mem- 
ber of the PLO Executive Com- 
mittee who attended Mr. Arafat’s 
talks here, said in comments pub- 
lished in the local press as well as 
tbe AP that the PLO was seeking 


guarantees from Washington that 
Israel will totally withdraw from 
all Arab territories occupied in 
the 1967 war and freeze all settle- 
ment activities in the occupied 
territories. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo said the PLO 
also wanted promises from Arab 
countries that they would not 
normalise relations with Israel 
until tbe Jewish state withdrew 
from all Arab territories and the 
Palestinians secured their legiti- 
mate rights. 

“The PLO cannot accept the 
current formula for the confer- 
ence,” he said. 

"... It only offers us approval 
for the continuation of occupa- 
tion and gives a cover for settle' 
meat. If negotiations continue for 
several years during which settle- 
ment also continues we will find 
at the end of the political process 
that there is nothing we can 
negotiate on,” he said. 

Tbe visit was the PLO chair- 
man’s first visit here since Jordan 
said in July it would attend a U.S. 
and Soviet-sponsored conference 
and offered to form a joint 
Jordaman-Palestinian delegation. 

Informed sources told the Jor- 
dan Times Sunday that Jordan 
and the PLO had agreed to set up 
a joint committee to work out a 
“joint negotiating position.” This 
was confirmed by Mr. Abed Rab- 
bo Monday. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo told the AP 
that the form of Palestinian parti- 
cipation in the peace talks will be 


decided once tbe PLO receives 
the sought for U.S. assurances. 

He said if the “PLO does not 
receive these assurances, it will 
be difficult for us and the Palesti- 
nian people to participate in the 
peace conference." 

The PLO official affirmed that 
a decision regarding Palestinian 
participation in the peace confer- 
ence will be discussed and 
announced by the Palestine 
National Council (PNC). 

A meeting of the 450-member 
PNC is scheduled for Sept. 20 in 
Algiers. 

Mr. Abed Rabbo, who is also 
the head of the PLO’s Informa- 
tion Department, said Jordan and 
the PLO agreed Sunday to form a 
committee consisting of Jorda- 
nian and PLO officials to “follow 
up developments concerning bet- 
ter conditions for Palestinian par- 
ticipation in the peace confer- 
ence.” 

The PLO has said it favoured 
an independent delegation to 
peace talks with Israel. But it said 
it would not mind joining Jordan 
or other Arabs in a delegation 
once it receives the U.S. assur- 
ances. 

Foreign Minister Ensour said 
Sunday the U.S. position on the 
conference had been a main topic 
of discussion between the King 
and Mr. Arafat. 

King Hussein has said he be- 
lieves the Palestinians wfll agree 
to attend the conference. 


Israeli police question Husseini 
Ashrawi over London meetings 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Police questioned 
two Palestinian leaders Monday 
about allegations that they broke 
Israeli law by meeting with mem- 
bers of the Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO). 

Faisal Hosseini and Hanan 
Ashrawi spent two hours at a 
police station near Tel Aviv. 
They said they were not charged 
but had to post bail of 5,000 
shekels (52,000) each. 

Mr. Husseini. who lives in 
Arab East Jerusalem, and Mis. 
Ashrawi, from the occupied West 
Bank town of Ramallah. have 
been meeting with U.S. Secretary 
of State James Baker and other 
State Department officials to dis- 
cuss Palestinian participation in 
Middle East talks. 

They were summoned for ques- 
tioning after hardline cabinet 
ministers claimed they met with 
PLO officials abroad in violation 
of a 1986 Israeli law banning 
contacts with “terrorist organisa- 
tions.” 

Mr. Husseini and Mrs. Ashra- 
wi have not said whom they met 
on their recent travel abroad, but 
insist all their talks were aimed at 
advancing the Middle East peace 


After tbe session with police, 
they told ‘ reporters they did not 
respond to police questions about' 


whether they met PLO officials. 

Small rival demonstrations by 
Israelis outside the station pro- 
duced a bizzare incident in which 
two armed Jewish extremists en- 
tered the building and threatened 
at least one of tbe Palestinians in 
an interrogation room. 

“They were speaking in Heb- 
rew (which) I could not under- 
stand, but I got up from my seat 
and moved to a place which was 
less exposed." 

Tiran Poliak of the extreme 
Kacfa movement left the police 
station boasting that he got close 
enough to Mr. Husseini to 
threaten him. But Mr. Husseini, 
51, said be did not see any Kach- 
m embers. 

Mr. Poliak said his group was 
demonstrating outside the build- 
ing when police called them in to 
check their weapons licences. He 
said he was theji left to wander 
about the station, and he chanced 
upon Mr. Husseini. 

Police said the incident was 
being investigated. 

Mrs. Ashrawi said police ques- 
tioned them about alleged meet- 
ings with PLO officials in London 
and Tunisia. 

Mr. Husseini said: “How can 
we go on frying to posh foe 
peace process ... under such 
harassment and such interroga- 
tion?” 


Israeli peace activist Abie 
Nathan served four months in jail 
for meeting PLO Chairman Yas- 
ser Arafat in 1989. He is under 
police investigation for meeting 
with Mr. Arafat again this sum- 
mer. 

A 17-year-old Palestinian 
woman tried to stab a border 
policeman guarding Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon's house in 
the Muslim quarter of Jerusalem, 
police said. 

Guards overpowered her and 
she was taken in for questioning. 
The border policeman wore a 
bullet-proof vest and was not 
injured, police said. Mr. Sharon 
was not home, his office said. 

Israeli forces arrested four 
Arabs alleged to be members of a 
ring plotting attacks against 
Israelis, Israel Radio said Sun- 
day. 

It said tbe leader of tbe group 
was an Israeli Arab who had 
joined the PLO’s mainstream 
Fateh movement while on pil- 
grimage to Mecca. 

Two of those arrested were 
from the town of Taibe and the 
other two were Palestinians from 
the West Bank. 

The radio said security forces 
also confiscated the group’s large 
weapons cache. The arrests were 
made before the group carried 
out any attacks, it said. 
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Report finds rising Jewish' U.N. chief favours 
settlement, seizures of land t ™ etable 

CKXUPIED JERUSALEM (R) hut’s government launched a ies. Even income tax is reduced 01 W • u flli Slu pid.il 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) 
' — An Arab human rights group 
‘on Monday reported a dramatic 
'rise in Jewish settlement and sei- 
zures of Palestinian land in the 
loccnpied territories since Soviet 
“Jews began flooding into Israel. 

- A1 Haq, a Palestinian research 
body affiliated with the Interna- 
tional Commission of Jurists, said 
more than 233,000 Jews now live 
in the occupied territories, an 
increase of at least 26,000 since 
the start of 1990. 

The Israeli government h»H 
taken 50-60 per cent of the occu- 
pied West Bank and Gaza Strip 
by the end of 1989 but added at 
least another seven per cent since 
then, the report said. 

“Al Haq is gravely concerned 
with the greatly expanded pace of 
Israeli land acquisition and settle- 
ment since the beginning of 1990 
and in view of the existing plans 
for almost completely colonising 
the West Bank, inducting East 
Jerusalem, and the Gaza Strip,” 
it said. 

“These policies and practices 
pose a grave threat to the well- 
being of the Palestinian popula- 
tion and an even greater threat to 
any long-term solution to the 
PaJestinjan-Israeli conflict.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 


Cyprus, coup 
leader begins 
legal battle 

NICOSIA (R) — Jailed Cypriot 
coup leader Nicos Sampson be- 
gan a legal battle Monday to mid 
a. 20-year jaD term, agruing that 
'll years in exile in France should 
count towards his sentence. 

. Mr. Sampson, whose short- 
lived coup prompted the Turkish' 
invasion of Cyprus in 1974, was 
pot allowed to leave Nicosia cen- 
tral prison to make the appeal. 
. Lawyers for the former EOKA 
independence guerrilla fighter 
lodged an application in the sup- 
reme court arguing his sentence 
had expired and his continued 
detention was illegal. 

Official estimates say he should 
leave prison, on Feb. 6, 1994 but 
the lawyers want 11 years in 
France to be counted as part of 
the punishment. 

- Supreme Court Judge De- 
metres Stytianides said he would 
rule on the application on Sept. 6. 

- Mr. Sampson, 55, took office 
after a July 1974 coup in Nicosia 
engineered by the military junta 
then rating Greece which over- 
threw Archbishop Makarios, the 
island's first president. 

- • Turkey invaded six days later 
saying it feared for the safety of 
Turkish Cypriots, and continues 
tp hold die northern third of the 

islan d. 

. Mr. Sampson resigned after 
eight days and the crisis brought 
down his junta backers in 
Athens. 

He was jailed for 20 years in 
1976 for military action against 
the republic of Cyprus. The sent- 
ence was later reduced by seven 
years by the then President Spyr- 
os Kyprianou. 

In April 1979 Mr. Kyprianou 
allowed him to travel to Europe 
for medical treatment. The per- 
mission was repealed in Decem- 
ber 1980. 

But Mr. Sampson remained in 
exile in Paris for nearly 11 yean 
before returning voluntarily in 
June last year. He was im- 
mediately taken to prison to serve 
the rest of his sentence. 

His lawyer, Mauolis Christ- 
ofides, argued that Mr. Samp- 
son’s 11 years abroad should 
count as part of the sentence and 
should include presidential par- 
dons banded down to all prison- 
ers. 

Mr. Sampson was sentenced to 
death by the British for his role in 
the Greek-Cypriot guerrilla cam- 
paign for union with Greece, bat 
was freed at independence in 
I960- 


mir’s government launched a 
rapid bonding programme in the 
occupied territories, home to 
nearly two million Palestinians, 
after Soviet immigration began 
accelerating in late 1989. 

Jewish immigration, now run- 
ning at about 10,000 arrivals per 
month after teaching 30,000 per 
month late last year, has totalled 
about 310,000 since the beginning 
of 1990. 

Nearly 90 per .cent are from the 
Soviet Union, whiuch gradually 
lifted . restrictions on Jewish 
emigration after President 
Mikhail Gorbachev took office in 
1985. 

Ai Haq said at least 16,300 
immigrants have settled in East 
Jerusalem. Few countries con- 
cede Israeli “sovereignty” and 
Palestinians see the Arab half of 
the dty as the f u t ur e capital of a 
Palestinian state. 

At least 4,000 other Jewish 
immigrants have settled in the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip in this period, but many 
more Israelis have been pushed 
into the area by the new arrivals. 

The report said the govern- 
ment absorbs some two-thirds of 
housing costs for a Jewish family 
moving to the occupied territor- 


ies. Even income tax is reduced 
by seven per cent. 

The Israeli government is com- 
mitted to increasing settlement in 
the occupied territories to ensure 
its continued control, a policy 
Washington has labelled a major 
obstacles to peace. 

Mr. Shamir has vowed never to 
withdraw from occupied Palesti- 
nian lands, although that will be 
the central issue at a Middle East 
peace conference proposed by 
Washington for October. 

Al Haq called for international 
action to enforce the Geneva 
conventions governing occupying 
powers, saying Israeli settlements 
and land seizures dearly violated 

than. 

The conventions ban altering 
the population of an occupied 
ansa, including settling its own 
people, and restrict land seizures. 
The U.N. Charter also says the 
interests of the inhabitants of 
occupied lands are paramount 

AI Haq said the land was taken 
through military orders which de- 
clared areas necessary for milit- 
ary needs, abandoned by Palesti- 
nians outside the country at the 
time of the 1967 war, or needed 
for “public purposes” such as 
Jewish settlement 


Israeli army to channel more 
funds Into developing arms 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Israel’s milit- 
ary plans wide-ranging cutbacks 
in dirily operations to free funds 
for weapon development, re- 
search and acquisition, a military 
source said Sunday. 

The cutbacks “are efforts to 
save money on daily maintenance 
in all types of areas in order to 
invest in the future,” the source 
said. 

Reserve duty will be cut drasti- 
cally, with tr aining and ammuni- 
tion for reserve soldiers strictly 
limited. Daily deployment of 
tanks, aircraft and armoured 
vehicles will drop, sources said. 

Operational activities in South 
Lebanon, the occupied territor- 
ies, and the demarcation lines will 
be reduced, military officials told 
Israel Radio. 

The overall cuts announced 
Sunday would add up to 300 
‘million shekels ($125 million) 
annually, the radio added. 
’Some army officials have 
already warned the cutbacks may 
be dangerous, the radio said.' 

But the urifitaiy source, speak- 
ing on condition of anonymity, 
said reserve corps cutbacks 
“would also be dependent on 
actual developments and the real 


coiporated into the education 
corps, saving manpower in both 
areas, the source said. 

Over twenty per cent of the 
personnel craps will be cut Trips 
abroad, phone calls, housing allo- 
wances and army magazines will 
also be slashed, Israel Radio said. 

The number of paid regular 
soldiers will also be limited, with 
as many as posable being re- 
placed by conscripts, the radio 
added. 

“Wherever cutbacks can be 
made, they will be,” the source 
said. 

u Tht general idea is to cut 
down as much as possible on daily 
routine functioning of the army in 
order to invest in the future — in 
future weapons development, ac- 
quisition and research,” the mriiit- 
aiy source said. 

“Some of this was planned 
earlier, hut modi has taken im- 
petus since the new chief of staff 
came into office,” he added. 

Chief of staff Ehud Barak, who 
assumed his post on April 1, has 
been quoted as saying he wants to 
do away with whatever does not 
shoot 

In June, he ignited a public 


threat at the time, so that adjust- debate wtth several proposal, to 
ments would be aiade according cnt.°« te by chmmatmg several 
to Tcatitv ” traditional army operations not 

a ii * * a v „ directly related to battle. 

All cuts would be made J 

“balancing off legitimate security General Barak is expected to 
concerns of the present with in- release an overall mOrtary phut 
vesting in future,” the source before the end of the year, 
added. The finance ministry has urged 

The army’s training branch the military to slash “layers of 
win be efiminated and combined fat" it estimates cost one billion 
into other units. The Garina army shekels ($416 nnlbon) annually, 
scouting programme will be in- Israel Radio said. 


GENEVA (R) — U.N. Secret- 
ary-General Javier Perez de 
Cuellar said Sunday he favoured 
maintaining the U.N. timetable 
for ending war in the Western 
Sahara despite renewed fighting 
there. 

An informal truce which lasted 
nearly two years was broken by 
fighting this month between 
Morocco and the Polisario guer- 
rillas, shortly before a formal 
ceasefire due to take effect on 
Sept. 6. 

Morocco’s King Hassan said 
last Tuesday the ujbole U.N. 
plan, which envisaged a referen- 
dum in January on the territory’s 
future, should be delayed .be- 
cause the United Nations had 
failed to fulfil key requirements 
in time. 

Asked his reaction to the king’s 
speech, delivered on Moroccan 
television, Mr. Perez de Cuellar 
told reporters: *T will have to 
study it.” 

Asked if he thought the Sept. 
6 date should remain, he said: “I 
would like to maintain this date." 

He discussed the Western 
Sahara with Moroccan Foreign 
Minister AbdulLatif FDali in 
Geneva Aug 13 and said be had 
'been in touch with the Moroccans 
again in the last few days while he 
was on holiday in Portugal. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar plans to 
meet Polisario rep resentatives in 
Geneva this week, possibly as 
early as Monday. 

A U.N. spokeswoman said rep- 
resentatives of Algeria, where 
most of the Polisario guerrillas 
are based, and Mauritania would 
be in Geneva to monitor the 
discussions. 

Asked if the fighting in the 
phosphate-rich former Spanish 
colony endangered die whole 
U.N. peace plan, Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said it was premature to 
say before his meetings this week. 

King Hassan said that in the 
four months before the formal 
ceasefire the United Nations 
should have consulted tribal 
chiefs, decided who would vote 
and signed a w ri t ten accord with 
Morocco on the powers of a UJf. 
mtssion to supervise the ceasefire 
and referendum. 

None of these conditions had 
been fulfilled so for, he said. 

A United Nations s t a te m e n t 
Monday said Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar feared the situation could 
worsen unless there was ‘im- 
mediate, determined and con- 
structive action in full coopera- 
tion with the parties.” 

It was essential tint both sides 
scrupulously respected their com- 
u ii t men t s under the U.N. peace 
(dan. 

“That a why the secretary- 
general insists today that the par- 
ties abstain from all action liable 
to a ggravate the situation,” the 
statement said. 

Visit to Iran 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar, who 
later flew into Geneva, would not 
directly confirm the report from 


Iran that he was going to Tehran 
to discoss reparations from the 
Iran-Iraq war. 

"I have a long-standing invita- 
tion from Iran to visit their coun- 
try,” he told an airport news 
conference. 

He said he bad been there 
twice to discuss U.N. Security 
Conned Resolution 59 8 which en- 
ded the Iran-Iraq war and added: 

“There are still some problems 
which have to be settled as far as 
that specific resolution is con- 
cerned, and perhaps at - some 
stage I will have to discuss with 
them as wdl as with .the Iraqis the 
full implementation of 598. 

“I do not have any date, but as 
soon as I think that my visit 
would be useful, I would not 
hesitate a angle minute in going 
there to continue, as it is my duty, 
to obtain the full implementation 
of the resolution.” • 

Resolution 598 did not specifi- 
cally mention compensation, but 
requested the secretary-general 
to explore the question of setting 
up an impartial body to inquire 
into which side was responsible 
for the war. 

It also recognised the need for 
reconstruction, “with appropriate 
international assistance,” and 
asked the secretary-general to 
assign a team of experts to study 
the question and report to the 
Security Council. 

It also called for a just and 
honourable settlement iff all out- 
standmg issues. 

Iran-Iraq talks 

Iran held talks Sunday with an 
Iraqi official about the r e turn of 
remaining prisoners from their 
1980-1988 war and other issues. 

The • Iranian news agency 
ERNA said Imp Foreign Ministry 
Under-Secretary Sa’ad Abdul 
Majid Al Faisal aqd Iran’s Depu- 
ty Foreign Minister Manuchehr 
Mottaki also discussed the dredg- 
ing of the Arvand River (Shatt Al 
Arab), the demarcation of border 
points and the question of Iraqi 
planes grounded in Iran. 

IRNA said they agreed to set 
up joint co mmi ttees to handle the 
issue of remaining prisoners of 
war and those mhring in action, 
and to deal with Iraqi refugees in 
Iran and Iranian c j t r /e im in Iraq. 

Mr. Faisal is the first Iraqi 
official to visit Iran since the Gulf 
war and die subsequent Shiite 
and Kurdish unrest Relations 
deteriorated after Iraq accused 
Iran of sup po r t in g and even tak- 
ing part in the Shnte rebellion. 

Iraq says 148 of its warplanes 
flew to Iran to escape allied 
bombing in the Gulf war. Iran has 
acknowledged tire arrival of less 
than a third of that number and 
says many are in poor condition. 
Several crash-landed, lriQmg their 
pilots. 

Tehran has said it win return 
the planes but showed no signs of 
doing go. 


Turkish protest continues at Greek Orthodox patriarchate 


ISTANBUL ( AP) — Turkish im- 
migrants from Greece Monday 
kept up a demonstration at the 
Greek Orthodox patriarchate to 
protest Athens' appointment of a 
religions, Muslim leader in a 
Greek town. 

The sit-in started Sunday by 
about 100 Turks representing the 
Solidarity Association of Turks 
from Western Thrace. It blocked 
the entrance to the patriarchate 
in downtown Istanbul. 

Members of the Muslim minor- 
ity in Western Thrace, numbering 
approximately 120,000 and about 
half of whom comprise ethnic 
Turks, demanded that they elect 
their religious leader rather than 
have him appointed by the Greek 
government. 

The protesters want the Greek 


Orthodox patriarch, Dimitries I. 
to condemn the Greek govern- 
ment’s position on the Muslim 
minority in Western Thrace. 

“Onr action is not against the 
patriarchate,” said Tahsin 
S&Hhhoghi, president of the asso- 
ciation. 

Police shriek security measures 
around the area but there were 
no reports of incidents. 

Mr. Safihlioglu said the protest 
action was agamst the violation of 
the human rights of Muslims in 
Western Thrace. 

The patriarchate is a left over 
from the Greek Byzantine empire 
which collapsed when the Otto- 
man Turks conquered Constanti- 
nople (now Istanbul) in 1453. 

There are about 5,000 ethnic 
Greeks living in Turkey, mainly 


in Istanbul, down from 100,000 
when the Turkish republic was 
proclaimed in 1920. 

Turkey and Greece disagree 
over the identity of the Muslim 
minority in Thrace. Greece rec- 
ognises only their religious identi- 
ty. References to ethnicity have 
been banned since 1978. 

Christian shopkeepers and 
Muslims dashed in the Greek 
town of Xanthi Saturday during a 
Muslim protest on the mufti 
issue. Thirteen people were 
slightly injured. 

In a letter sent to the patriarch, 
Mr. Salihhoghi said, the religious 
leader was told: “Our aim is not 
to harass yon. We would like to 
believe that you will... be of 
assistance to us... we demand 
that you make the announcement 


in question (condemning the 
Greek government’s move) be- 
fore the world public opinion as 
soon as possible.” 

He also called on international 
human rights organisations to 
support the protest action. 

Calls to the patriarchate went 
unanswered. 

On Sunday, the Greek Foreign 
Ministry ordered Greece's 
ambassador in Ankara to lodge a 
protest with Turkey “for all the 

Turkish authorities to endT the 
impermissible blockade” of the 
Greek Orthodox patriarchate. 

Turkish Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials in Ankara said Monday that 
no such demand bad reached 
them. 


Hizbollah: 
Israel 
will not 
get ‘free’ 
information 

BEIRUT (Agencies) —• The pro- 
Iranian fundamentalist group 
Hizbollah said Monday it would 
give no more information on the 
fete of the two Israeli soldiers it 
held captive to the Jewish state 
without getting something in re- 
turn. 

Israel has demanded concr e te 
word on its seven servicemen 
mkang m Lebanon before any 
deal could be made to trade 
nearly 400 Arabs detained by 
Israel or its militia allies for up to 

10 Westerners held hostage by 
shadowy groups linked to Hizbol- 
lah. 

“We have two Israeli captives 
and we drink this (amount of 
information) is enough because 
(giving) other details would be a 
free service to Israel which we 
don’t to give,” said Sheikh 
Na’eem Qassem, deputy 
secretary-general of Hizbollah. 

“Israel should free the captives 
and detainees it has inflicted in- 
justice upon without any unrealis- 
tic conditions,” he told the 
Lebanese Druze radio station 
Voice of the Mountain. 

He denied reports his Shi’ite 
Muslim underground group had 
been in contact with the Jewish 
state over the hostages, Arab 
detainees and missing. “There 
are no relations or contacts with 
the Israeli enemy and we are not 
conrideringit,” Mr. Qassem said. 

Asked about reports all seven 
Israeli soldiers or airmen woe 
dead, the Hizbollah (Party of 
God) deric said: “What is the 
source of the information given 
by some people about the non- 
existence of living Israeli captives 
in Lebanon?" ■ - 

Hizbollah, which denies any 
links to hostage-takers, will not 
say if the Israelis it held captive 
are alive or dead. 

Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi 
Shamseddme, the religious leader 
of Lebanon’s moderate Shiite 
Mnsfims, raid Friday be had been 
told all seven Israelis were dead 
but did not indicate the source of 
his information. 

Negotiations for a proposed 
aU-roundexchange are being led 
fay U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar. They began 
soon after two Western hostages 
— Briton John McCarthy and 
American Edward Tracy, — were 
freed more than two weeks ago. 

Mir. McCarthy delivered a let- 
ter from his captors, Islamic 
Jihad, to the U.N. chief on Aug. 

11 that said the kidnappers 
wanted to end the ordeal of the i 
hostages, some held for more 
than six years, in an exchange for 
Arab prisoners world-wide. 

A spokesman to Mr. Perez de 
Cuellar said Monday the U.N- 
. chief hopes to results on ending 
the hostages’ issue later tins week 
or at the beginning of next 
month. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar left 
Geneva on Aug. 15 after inten- 
sive meetings with Israeli, Iranian 
and Western officials. 

Israel's chief hostage nego- 
tiator Uri Lu brain told NBC 
Television Sunday he had firm 
evidence Israeli airman Ron 
Arad, whose plane was shot 
down over Lebanon in 1986, was 
alive. 

“We know that Ron Arad, the 
navigator, is in the hands of 
Iranians or Iranians controlled 
from Tehran,” said Mr. LubranL 

Pressed on whether Mr. Arad 
was definitely alive, he said firm- 
ly: “We have no doubt about it” 

Of the seven, captured after 
Israel’s 1982 invasion of Leba- 
non, Mr. Arad was the only one 
who had been seen alive. He was 
held first by members of the 
Am al militia who later defected 
to Hizbollah, which would not 
say if it held Mr. Arad. 


Japanese minesweepers 
clear area off Iran, Iraq 


BAHRAIN (R) — Japanese 
minesweepers have cleared a 500- 
square-kflometre area off the 
coasts of Iran and Iraq whore 
they were the only foreign navy 
permitted to work, the comman- 
der of Japanese forces in the Gulf 
said Monday. 

Captain Taosa Ochiai, com- 
mander qf a six-ship Japanese 
force, told reporters it had des- 
troyed 17 mines in the northern 
Gulf, near the Shatt Al Arab 
waterway on the Iran-Iraq bor- 
der. 

Japan was the only country 
whose navy received permission 
from Iran and Iraq to work in 
their territorial waters. 

“We finished clearing onr half 
of that minefield in August. The 
U.S. navy is responsible for the 
southern half,” he said, referring 
to a 1,000-square-kflometre area 
in tiie northern Gulf. 

■ The four minesweepers and 
two support vessels arrived in the 
Gulf in June on Japan’s first 
overseas military assignment 
since World War IL 


Capt. Ochiai said the Japanese 
ships had received a very warm 
welcome when they visited the 
I ranian port of Bandar Abbas 
between Aug. 22 and 24. 

CapL O chiai said the foreign 
navies working to dear the north- 
ern Gulf had destroyed a total of 
1,260 mines to date. 

Iraq had given the allied forces 
only vague details of about 1,200 
mines after the six-week war en- 
ded in February, be said. 

Capt. Ochiai said that during 
July the Japanese ships also 
found 17 mines in another large 
minefield south of Kuwait. 

After their rest stop in 
Bahrain, they would return to the 
northern Gulf and begin dealing 
a berthing area for ships off the 
Kuwaiti port of Shuaiba, he said. 

Capt. Ochiai said the Japanese 
ships would return home as plan- 
ned in mid-September. Japan’s 
Deputy Defence Minister Kazoo 
Eguchi tokl reporters in Dubai 
earlier this month Tokyo had no 
plans to maintain forces in the 
area. 


Libyans celebrate 
opening of their 
man-made river 


TRIPOLI (R) — Libyan 
leader Moammar Qadhaffi 
opens the taps this week on 
his great Man-Made River — 
1,900 kilometres of pipeline 
carrying water from deep be- 
neath the sands to make the 
Libyan desert bloom. 

Colonel Qadhafi says the 
water from natural lakes be- 
low the desert will trans form 
it into a garden of Eden, 
recalling the days when 
North Africa was an agri- 
cultural centre to the ancient 
dty of Carthage. 

The project carries with it 
his dream of keeping his 
country well-watered long af- 
ter its oil runs (by, and of 
turning Libya into a land of 
agricultural plenty able to ex- 
port food and water to Arab 
allies. 

His neighbours, their own 
water resources stretched, 
dose to the limit, are watehr 
■ mg with interest to see if bis. 1 , 
ambitions scheme to irrigate 
the Sahara will prove a stroke 
of technical genius or just a 
costly mirage. 

The pipeline, the first 
phase of a wider irrigation 
and farming scheme, will be 
inaugurated Wednesday m a 
state ceremony followed a 
few days later by celebrations 
to mark tbe anniversary of 
the coup which brought CoL 
Qadhafi to power in 1969. 

CoL Qadhafi has asked 
other beads of stale to join 
him for the inauguration and 
has invited the world’s media 
to see what Arab vision, with 
a little outside help, can 
achieve. 

The $14 bflhon project is a 
modem version of the be- 
douin practice of sinking 
wells into tbe desert, with tbe 
addition of a pipeline system 
taking tbe water to coastal 
cities where most of Libya’s 
four million people five. 

It taps pure “fossil water” 
from wells aquifers formed 
during tbe ice age and carries 
it from wells at Sarir and 
Tazerbo to the Mediterra- 
nean coast. 

The first phase involved 
laying a chain of pipes, each 
four metres in diametre, and 
building reservoirs near the 
chinking port of Benghazi 
and further west at Sirte to 
supply drinking water to the 
coastal settlements. 

The next phases w31 see 
the construction of a pipeline 
to Tripoli from an aquifer in 
western Libya, as well as 


irrigation and agriculture 
schemes which have attracted 
bids from a host of companies 
in Europe, Asia and tire Mid- 
dle East. 

The aim is to make Libya 
at least self-sufficient in food 
and decrease its dependence 
on oil-funded imports. 

“You could just about 
compare it to the pyramids in 
scale,” said David Williams, 
general manager of the Lon- 
don project office of en- 
gineering firm Brown and 
Root, consultants for the 
Man-Made river project, in a 
recent interview. 

With a flow rate of around 
two million cubic metres a 
day there should be enough 
water for up to 400 years, he 
says. 

Tbe pipeline has taken 10 
years to build, surviving a 

financial squeeze from felling 

oil prices during the 1980s 
and a U.S.trade embargo to 
become an obvious source of 
Libyan national pride. 

North Africa and the Mid- 
dle East face water crises in 
tiie coming years as agricul- 
ture and booming popula- 
tions put ever greater de- 
. mands. on their supplies. 

Turkey has- come into con- 
flict with downstream states 
over the use of water from 
the Euphrates and Tigris. 
Egypt and Sudan most share 
tbe nile. 

Egypt, once fearful that 
the Libyan wells could suck 
out its own underlying water, 
now hopes to take advantage 
of stronger ties with its neigh- 
bour and reap benefits from 
the pipeline. 

Libya has said a million 
Egyptians could be settled in 
its new oases around tbe riv- 
er, a welcome offer as Cairo 
straggles to cope with an 
influx of workers returning 
from the Gulf. 

Despite the .benefits of the 
Man-Made River, its en- 
vironmental impact has some 
development experts wor- 
ried. 

The project raises ques- 
tions about bow much water 
will be wasted and bow long 
reserves will last if others 
copy Libya’s example, said 
Lioyd Timberlake, a director 
qf the London-based Interna- 
tional Institute for Environ- 
mental Development. 

There is also the sensitive 
issue of water ownership 
where aquifers five beneath 
national frontiers. 
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ZARQA: 

Dc. Faiafa Aqrabani . 
KhaSfrh pharmacy ... 


Food Coated Centre ....... 637111 

GvH Defence Department ...... 661111 

Gv3 Defence Immwfi a te 

Rescue. 630341 

CKfl Defence Eraetfency 199 

Rescue Po&ce 192, 621111, 637777 

Hie Brigade. 891228 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway FoBoe 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PsWcSeca&y Dtpamaeai 630321 

Hotd Comphrinti 605800 

Price Comptaim ................ 661176 

Water ami Sewerage 

Compla a t* ........ 897467 

Amman Mumdpafity 

Co mplaint s.— 787111 

Tekpbooe Info r m ati on 
(teectnyaateanee) 121 

Overseas tiaBi 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 
Repairs....... ............... 623101 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hnmeia Medical Centre 813813/32 


KhaSdi Maternity, 1. Amn ... 644281/6 
AkHch Maternity, J. Amn— 642441/2 

JabaJ Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas, J. Amman ....636140 

Palestmo.Sbmdsani 664171/4 

S tone karri Hospital 669131 

Univeafy Hospital ...... .... 845845 

AJ-Muaaber Hosphal 667227/9 

The Islamic, Abctei 666127/37 

Alr-AMi, AbdaH 664164ft 

I tal ia n . AKMnhajreea 777101/3 

AJ-BasUr, J. Ashrafleh ...... 775111/26 

Army, Marks 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 602240/30 

Ante Hospital 674155 


ZAXQA: 

Zanja Govt, Hospital 
Zaraa National Hospital 
On Ska Hospital ........ 

Al Hikna Modem Hospital 


— (09)990990 


Princcx Buna Hospital (02)275555 

Greek CkdkfeHosuol (0Z)272Z73 

IbflAINafeesHoqatil (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Ptinm Hayi Hospital — ..(05)314111 


QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

AIHVAU 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Toratfnal 1) 

BfcSI ..... Stoff po r c.KnahLanmurfRl) 
5JI Batesis ( RJ) 


IWJ Aba Dhabi (RT 

IfcM Muscat, DobsinU 

1141 Doha, Bahrain (RJ 1 

IfcM London ftu 1 

New York 

18*55 Frankfort fRj 

Belgrade rRJ 1 

2fc28 TfipoBfRj 

2fc48 Vienna (tu 

•fcM Madrid (RJ* 

New Yottffc Montreal (Rj' 

21:31 Montreal (r/ 

Other Fllgfita (Terminal 2) 


13sM 

IfcM 

3fcl5 

2fcl5 ..... 


^Mosc ow (SV) 

m..«..... Khartoum (Sin 

LansacarCVj 

........... Amsterdam (KL) 

Beirut (ME) 

Bucharest (RO) 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(Tormhtsf 1) 

Mb IS . Aaabafim 

IU15 Braids, London fill) 

1US ... Be lgrade (RJ) 

IfcM 3Z’ZZZ"!l'Tripofc (RJ) 
12*5 .... Amsterdam. New York (RJ) 

£fcM Route (RJ) 

EhM Geneva, Paris (RJ) 

1*25 Frankfurt (RJ) 

IfcM — Cairo (RJ) 

IfcM — Madrid (RJ) 


Otero (MS) 


2UM Jeddah (RT 

XUB Aba Dhabi (kf 

2M9 Pimaimi (RJ 

21 £• Dubai (RT 

21:30 Bahrain ro 

Other Flight! (Twmlnal 2) 


.. -Carrel 

. Moaeonr 


. Ktontoian(SU) 
. Bucharest (RO) 


Uppeeflower price at Bs per kg. 

Apple Savsso 

Apricots ..... 700 / 600 

g —A-yy 500 / 450 

Banana (Mnkammar) 450/400 

Beam ........ 420 / 250 

- -■■■ 140/100 

280 / 220 

C n o i mhffl forge). — 140/100 

Cucumbers (small) 280/220 


22o/i5o 

S"— 850/750 

Lemoafaora) 350 / 280 

traaon&efiow) S00/450 

^* rTOW ( lar *c) 200/150 

Marrow (smaE) — 400 / 300 

Okra........ TOO/fiOO 


Onion (dry) 

Orange 

Be the a ................ 


Pepper (hot) 

Pepper (iwaet) — 
rototo uim*smh^m» 



SWBttRnOQ niaias,! 

Tomatoes ........... 

Watermelon ... 


220/180 
400/350 
800/550 
400 / 350 
240/180 
350/280 
320/210 
600/500 
250/200 
160/120 
160/120 



m» :; ' 
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to be opened in Jordan 


Expatriates to be allowed to 
open ‘non-resident’ accounts 


*r l»- ■- 


: Health 

_ Ministry has issued, licc&ces for 
12$^^»ew pbarm8cies iqjmdui to 
.!■ boost- d^-SQit.iehfwn -to -an 
increasing population and the 
%mntst ry teEevfcfi that ' the extra 
number ofpharmaaeswili contri- 
bute to rcdudng the number of 
tHoemptoyed pharmacists, accord- 
ing to Nayef Hamarneh, Director 
of. the Mnristry-’s Pharmacy and 
Medicine Control Department. 

The 126 ptarataefes hays been- 
opened m various provinces and 
: population centres in the urban 
and ratal regions. .Many of tbese 
pharmacies .operate 24 hours a‘ 
day. Mr. Hamajpeh said. 

Mr. Hamarneh added that a 
brge number of those obtaining 
licences to start pharmacies came 
from the Gulf states. Mr. Haraar- 
n&h described the present nncfic- 
a lstu a ti cn w Joriattas^xceHent 
despite the hardships resulting 
from' the Golf crisis. 

' The government has made sure 
that ail -types- of rngd^rK^ are 
available on the market by main- 
taimrig constant control over the 
market, Mr. Hama r ne h said. All 


types of medicines, local or im- 
ported, undergo strict tests to 
eosne that they conform to inter- 
national standards and no type of 
medicine is allowed on the mar- 
ket unless it has received clear- 
ance, be said. 

The Health Ministry's labor- 
atories conduct tests on almost 30 
types of methanes, medical mate- 
rials, medical equipment and 

medicines man u fact ur ed in Jor- 
dan. and abroad on a daily basis, 
Mr. Hamarneh Said- 

Referring to the prices of medi- 
. cine, be said they are all fixed by ■ 
a Health Ministry committee 
which also fixes the price of chil- 
dren's food and other phar- 
maceutical preparations. 

In addition, he said, his depart- 
ment maintains constant control 
over the prices of medicine and 
takes charge of providing various 
dinks arid health centres with 
their needs. 

According to Mr. Hamameh’s 
estimates, the Jordanian market 
has at least 4,000 types of reg- 
istered medicines provided by the 
local pharmaceutical plants or im- 
ported from abroad. 


Ministry, community colleges 
reach agreement on tuition fees 


AMMAN (i-T.) — The Moxistiy 
of Higher Education has reached 
agreement- with private commun- 
ity cofleges in Jordan on firing 
tuition fees ax their various ban- 
dies. mid for Afferent spedaHsa-. 
turns in tire 1991-92 academic 
year, according to an announce- 
ment, by the director of the minis- 
try’s Community Colleges De- 
partment, Fayez Al Rabid). 

A credit hour in the academic, 
social, educational, administra- 
tion and business and financial, 
fields wifi cost ii minimum of JD 
8 ^according to Mr. Rabieh. He- 
said that credit hours for the 
tagjbeer&g and medical profes- 
aops as well as co mp uter science 
will costa minimum of JD 12. 

■ All community colleges have 
pledged to abide by tire agree- 
ment and also to create' a- special 
farid.to.talp: needy . students, 
tat, he said, special criteria will 
have to be worked out to deter- 
mine' which needy groups would 
be ehgible . for such assistance 


from the fund. 

Mr. Rabieh said that the com- 
munity colleges have consented 
to define the sums which they 
would allocate for tbese funds on 
their own contributions for this 
project. 

According to Mr. Rabieh, the 
ag ree me nt would be applicable 
only to those joining in the new 
academic year. He warned that 
the ministry would strictly moni- 
tor the community colleges’ 
adherence to the agreement. 

The agreement was announced 
one day after the announcement 
that the number of students to be 
accepted at Jordanian universities 
for tire new academic year would 
‘be 9415. The announcement, 
made by the Council of Higher 
Education which is associated 
with the Ministry of Higher 
Education, noted (hat die total 
■ number of students applying for 
seats in die universities reached 
16,861. 


a organisation to 
e humanitarian 


to Palestinians 



Sj (J:T) ~ Hie Genvea- 
iuid Organisation for the 
is planning to pn>- 
nal and humanita- 
fottaPalesfbaian people 
of the occupied 
the Gaza Strip by 
Mneller, die ' organisa- 

,»« retursLto Amman 
npied territories, Mr. 
said 1 that- he met with 
the Jordanian and 
Redk Crescent 
• and. offered- to- provide 
ordan and the 
lands with beds 
uipmenL 

_ AF MriLModlcr that 
ffcr jto install beds and 
'■ kdre hospitals of the 
and the . Gaza Strip, 
Juqjent need of them, 
pellet said that he plans 
financi al ~ assistance to 
ftndents in tire pocu- 
enable them to 
.stadies.. ; 

^Sest Bank, Mr- Mueller 
nqipfeer of hospitals and . 
foefr ooed of beds and 
said he 

fc&itp this matter in his 
fctfje WOCs headquar- 
“cueya ina bid to obtain 
purchasing 160 
.equipment for 
St'-find-Gaza hospitals, 
fix^ to'Mr. Moeller, bis 
iO0which was estab- 
J98&, aims primarily to 
dijeation and health ser- 
«3dreiv in their own 
tiesV- " . ; 

WOC has focused 




its attention on the occupied ter- 
ritories after having given atten- 
tion to the needy communities in 
Haiti and Africa. 

The WOC is concerned with 
alleviating the sufferings of the 
Palestinian people, which Mr. 
Mueller said he had come to 
realise during his tour in the 
occupied territories. 

The WOC, he said, groups 
volunteer doctors, university pro- 
fessors, engineers and prominent 
personalities from Switzerland 
and other European countries. 
According to Mr. Mueller, the 
WOC is an international indepen- 
dent non-governmental, non- 
political and non-denomi national 
association. 

The State Council of Geneva 
has recognised the WOC as a 
public welfare organisation and 
grants it aD privileges, Mr. Muel- 
ler added. He said that die WOC 
chooses its members on the basis 
of their specialised knowledge 
and skills to offer services free of 
charge. 

These members, be said, are 
chosen without distinction to 
nationality, sex, age, race, lan- 
guage, religion, political or social 
background. 

The WOC, he added, grants j 
scholarships arid provides well- 
structured and efficient schools 
and children’s organisations with 
textbooks, educational material 
and school equipment. 

It also provides professional 
teachers who are appointed to 
develop and manage vocational 
training schools with app ro p riate 
training courses. 


HAT’S GOING ON 


JQ>e fofeB wng listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tfe'djfy Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 
place frith the concerned institutions. 

• EXHIBITION 

ahffc&iea by Ibrahim Abut Rubto at the Roys* CoStara! 


troupe attire Royal Cultural 
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C H I LDREN ’S^H ^TRE — Her Majesty 
Queen Noor Monday .attended a ceremony held at 
the coucfasfoa of a course entitled “Creative 
Drama for Children” organised by the Noor Al 
Hussein Foundation's “Theatre in Education” 
project. The project’s director, Lena Al Taj, 
delivered an address in which she briefed the 
audience on the establishment of the project and 
outfitted Its objectives, which aim at developing 
the educational process and organising courses for 
school teachers to teach them the main aspects of 
using drama ha education. The aim of the coarse, 
Ms. Tal said, was to get familiarised with the 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The central 
Bank of Jordan (CBJ) Monday 
announced its decision to allow 
expatriates returning to Jordan 
frojn the Gulf to maintain their 
foreign currencies in local Banks 
under “non-resident” accounts in 
a bid to facilitate their money 
transfers to Jordan. 

A CBJ statement said that it 
has circulated instructions to local 
banks informing them that ex- 
patriates returning from Kuwait 
and the Gulf states should be 
exempted from providing state- 
ments giving evidence of their 
continued residence abroad. Such 
statements are essential for non- 
Jordanians residing abroad to 


open “non resident” accounts in 
Jordanian banks. 

According to the CBJ state- 
ment, returnees would only be 
allowed to retain “non-resident” 
accounts if they had valid non- 
resident accounts prior to Aua 2 
1990. * 

The statement said that the 
step was taken to facilitate the 
return of the expatriates' hinds to 
Jordan, where thev can be used 
££*ate income-generating pro- 

Holders of “non-residents 
accounts” are allowed to main- 
tain any amount of foreign cur- 
rencies and can transfer and with- 


draw money from such accounts 
at any time without any restric- 
tions. 

Earlier this month, the CBJ 
decided to allow residents of the 
Kingdom to raise the ceiling of 
their foreign exchange accounts. 
Under that decision, the ceiling 
of foreign currency accounts was 
raised to the equivalent of JD 
500.000, up from JD 150,000. 

The CBJ said that the decision 
was adopted in line with the 
positive changes that Jordan’s 
foreign currency market witnes- 
sed during the past two years and 
aimed at encouraging residents to 
transfer their accounts held 
abroad to Jordanian banks. 


artistic talents of children in order to develop 
them and to create an awareness of the education- 
al importance of theatre ha developing the chil- 
dren's verbal amt stimulating their imagina- 
tion- Ms- Tal reviewed the subjects which were 
fag— d in the 45-day coarse. Children who 
participated in the coarse, between six and 11 
years old, presented some of the activities of the 
course, which included a short play composed, 
directed and performed by children. The cere- 
mony was attended by Minister of Education Eid 
Al Daldyat, the mfciistry’s secretary general, 
Munther Al Masri and several invited guests. 


RJ policy of overbooking 
flights leaves some 
passengers up in the air 


Local groups agree to help expatriates, 
international organisations slow to respond 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Humanita- 
rian and voluntary organisations 
operating in Jordan have agreed 
to provide urgent assistance to 
needy Jordanian and Palestinian 
expatriates in response to appeals 
made by the government but help 
from international organisations 
will be needed in the second stage 
of a plan to help settle the dis- 
placed people, according to Ali 
Attiqa, United Nations resident 
representative in Jordan. 

On Aug. 21, representatives of 
the various independent and 
humanitarian organisations in 
Jordan met in Amman and de- 
cided on an urgent plan to pro- 
vide assistance to the needy ex- 
patriates as initial step to help 
Jordan implement the first phase 
of the plan, which entails provid- 
ing care to the needy, said Dr. 
Attiqa in a statement to the Jor- 
dan News Agency, Petra. 

In implementing the second 
phase of the plan, which involves 
settling the expatriates by provid- . 
ing socio-economic activities and 
! services for them, the Kingdom 
will be in need of urgent assist- 


i' •••!;' -• v . 


ance from world organisations. 
Dr. Attiqa said. 

Jordan in the second phase of 
the plan will need contribu- 
tions from donor countries which 
maintain close ties with Jordan, 
Dr. Attiqa said. 

He said that the Jordanian gov- 
ernment would be in need of a 
strategic plan and would have to 
exert efforts in order to prompt 
such assistance from countries of 
the world, drawing attention to 
the serious responsibility which 
the Kingdom has been shoulder- 
ing so far in dealing with the 
displaced expatriates. 

Dr. Attiqa said that the various 
humanitarian org anisatio ns and 
international agencies are now 
cooperating with the government 
sponsored Expatriates Welfare 
Committee in the course of pre- 
paring studies and drawing up 
plans designed to achieve (be 
aspired objectives. 

Dr. Attiqa said that the various 
organisations in question are pro- ' 
viding al] the assistance they can 
to help Jordan tackle socio- 


economic issues resulting from j 
the re rum of huge numbers of 
people from the Gulf states. 

Dr. Attiqa made the statement 
following a meeting chaired by 
the Expatriates Welfare Commit- \ 
tee Chairman Salameh Hammad [ 
to review the situation. 

According to Petra, agreement 
was reached to work out strategic ; 
plan that would encourage world [ 
organisations and international I 
institutions to help Jordan and to ■ 
provide funds to finance income- ' 
generating projects for the retur- 1 
nees. j 

Out of a total of 400,000 Jorda- 
nians and Palestinians living in 
Kuwait before the Gtilf crisis, 
nearly 300,000 have now returned 
to Jordan and the country’s va- 
rious ministries and departments 
have been striving to provide 
basic services to them. 

Mr. Hammad, who is also 
secretary general of the Ministry 
of' Interior, has been holding a 
series of meetings with various 
organisations to coordinate help 
for the returnees. I 



Deputy Prime Minister and Transport Minister Ali 
Sttbrimat and accompany fag group of ministers 


Monday meet with Mafrnq Gorernorate officials 
(Prtro photo) 


Ministers make inspection visit 
toZarqa and Mafraq governorates 


~ KS0 pjR. 


ZARQA (Petra) — A group of 
ministers Monday made inspec- 
tion tours of areas in the Zarqa 
and Mafraq governorates where 
they met with governors, heads of 
m unci pal and village councils and 
prominent residents to discuss 
services and other matters of 
concern to the local community. 

The team, led by Deputy Prime 
Minister and Transport Minister 
Ali Suheimat, first visited 
Ruseifa, where they listened to 
Zarqa Governor Mohammad. 
Sbobaki’s briefing about services 
and problems encountered by the 
local municipality. 

Among the most prominent 
issues is that related to the muni- 
cipality's budget for l991, which 
amounts to JD 137 million to 
finance various projects. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Sbobalti and the town's 
mayor, Mousa Al Saad, Ruseifa’s 
population bad now reached one 
quarter million and their de- 
mands for different services is 
growing all the time, they said. 

Both officials called on the 
government to help Ruseifa 
establish a proper damping rite 
for the town’s waste and to re- 
place the . old and rusty water 
network with a new one and to 
speed up work on a sewage pro- 
ject. 

The governor ami mayor both 
referred to questions of land own- 
ership and the condition of streets 


and demanded assistance from 
the concerned ministries for im- 
provements. 

In reply, Mr. Suheimat said 
that the Ministry of Water was 
doing all it can to tackle the water 
question, which is of concern to 
the whole country. He said that 
the Council of Ministers was giv- 
ing due attention to the question 
of rify planning and land own-, 
ership and related problems and 
was taking proper measures' to 
establish a dumping site for the 
refuse. 

Coordination in these matters, 
he said, is under way with other 
departments and the government 
was raising funds to carry out 
these projects, especially the 
dumping site, the minister said. 

In Zarqa, Mr. Suheimat and 
his parry beard a briefing by the 
town mayor, Yasser Omari, ab- 
out genera] services. 

Nearly half of city's districts are 
badly organised, creating social 


and economic problems, Mr. 
Omari said. 

He referred to the municipal- 
ity's financial difficulties and said 
that it was urgently in need of JD 
1.5 million for appropriating land 
to carry out projects and offer 
services. The mayor urged the 
Ministry of Public Works to pave 
the mam street and called on the 
Cities and Villages Development 
Bank to offer die munerpatiry a 
loan to help finance badly needed 
services. 

Mr. Suhei mat’s next stop was 
Mafraq. where members of his, 
party tackled a number of matters 
raised by the governor and heads 
of munrtipal councils. 

Ministers accompanying Mr. 
Suheimat on the inspection tour 
were those of Public Works and 
Housing, Water and Irrigation, 
Municipal and Rural Affairs and 
the Environment and Social De- 
velopment. They were accompa- 
nied by a group of senior officials. 


Financial Committee to meet 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Financial Committee at the Lower 
House of Parliament will hold a meeting Tuesday morning. The 
committee wfl] cfiscuss the Income Tax Temporary Law No. 4 for 
1989, Arab and Foreign Investments Draft Law for 1990 and 
Export and Import Draft Law for 1990. 


By Nor Sati 

Special ro the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — Travellers are com- 
plaining that Royal Jordanian 
(RJ) is purposely overbooking its 
flights, in some cases leaving pas- 
sengers stranded at the airport 
without accomodations. 

RJ Vice President Majdi Sabri, 
while confirming that the air car- 
rier does overbook its flights, said 
this was a practice followed by 
most air carriers. Also, the in- 
crease in complaints can be attri- 
buted to the increased number of 
travellers in the region, he said. 

“The problem is everyone is 
travelling on the same day, 
Thursdays usually and during the 
same period,” he said. 

One June 21 and 22. RJ flew in 
about 2.000 people from the 
Gulf, Mr. Sabri said. “Now the 
number is much higher. Even if 
we doubled the aircraft it would 
not do much difference," he said. 

“We get a lot of passengers 
complaining to us about RJ over- 
booking and there is nothing we 
can do,” said a travel agent who 
requested anonymity. 

A passenger who also re- 
quested anonymity told the Jor- 
dan Times that RJ sells between 
280 and 320 tickets for its flights. 
Most RJ aircraft can only 
accommodate 250 passengers per 
flight. 

“They tell all the people to 
confirm three times including 24 
hours before departure,” said the 
passenger. '‘‘When the passengers 
get to the airport, all of them 
have confirmed tickets. 

“It turns out that the people 
who come late get left behind,” 
the passenger said, recalling a trip 
he took from New York to Am- 
man on RJ. “Out of all the extra 
people (left behind), only five 
people were granted accommoda- 
tion (in two rooms) by RJ." 

Mr. Sabri, howeveT. ques- 
tioned the accuracy of the num- 
bers provided by the passenger. 

“This is an exaggerated num- 
ber," he said. “We- never had 
overbooking of 70 people." 

Many passengers confirm and 
do not show up for their sche- 
duled flights. To overcome this, 
RJ has a policy of overbooking 
each flight by 10 per cent based 


on historical trends. Mr. Sabri 
said. 

“We take previous trends for 
each flight and see how many 
no-shows there are in that week 
or season and we book according- 
ly,” he said. 

While Mr. Sabri claimed that 
overbooking was a general policy 
throughout the industry, at least 
one travel agent disagreed. Taha 
Hyari, Arab Express Tours mana- 
ger, said that some airline, as a 
matter of policy, do not overbook 
their flights. 

“Lufthansa, for example, often 
maintains a zero-zero, meaning 
that if there are 250 seats only 250 
passengers will be booked and 
confirmed, ’’ he said.* 

The issue of overbooking is not 
one single problem but rather an 
accumulation of “heavy traffic 
and lack of aircraft,” he said. 
“Many Iraqis are coming from 
abroad, including other people — 
students and the general summer 
tush — so that has generated a 
fantastic demand on seats." 

All of the travel agents inter- 
viewed by the Jordan Times 
agreed that the problem is not 
necessarily RJ’s. blaming sloppy 
travel agents and passengers who- 
do not confirm their seats. 

“What happens is that when a 
passenger books a seat, we 
(travel agents) tell them to con- 
firm 24 hours before departure," 
Mr. Hyari said. “Some of them 
do not and are automatically can- 
celled.” 

Nevertheless, “they show up 
thinking they arc confirmed” and 
blame RJ when they learn they 
have lost their seats. Mr. Hyari 
said. 

Sometimes, passengers will ex- 
pect the travel agent to automati- 
cally confirm their seats and be- 
come irate when they learn other- 
wise, Mr. Hyari added. “This is a 
big problem,” he said. 

Another practice that exacer- 
bates the problem is that some 
travel agents tell their clients that 
they have been confirmed when 
actually they are not, M*. Hyari 
said. 

Mr. Sabri agreed, saying that 
“some travel agents are responsi- 
ble (for the problem). There are 
not too many cases in Jordan but 


outside ' agents confirm their 
clients when they are not con- 
firmed." 

The end result of such prac- 
tices, he added, is that the pas- 
senger blames RJ and “puts us in 
an awkward position and imposes 
extra costs.” 

According to one travel agent, 
some passengers take the com- 
puter number and confirm their 
seats with RJ directly. 

“While they are on the waiting 
list with us, the passenger comes 
back saying RJ confirmed him. 
Sometimes this problem can be 
settled but not always." said the 
travel agent. 

“Usually passengers change 
their minds at the last minute,” 
Mr. Sabri said. “Some seats be- 
come available so we do give 
confirmation to clients." 

Passengers who confirm their 
seats and do not arrive at the 
airport in time for their flight 
usually lose their seats, some 
travel agents said. 

According to the travel agents, 
“RJ does not accommodate 
them.” 

One travel agent, who re- 
quested anonymity, said that “i 
have quite a few clients who come 
to me saying that RJ leaves them 
behind literally with no accom- 
modation and no guarantee of 
when their next flight would be." 

Mr. Sabri disagreed, saying 
that RJ books them on the fol- 
lowing flight if possible. 

"We secure them on the 
second flight available or we re- 
route the passengers,” he said: 
“We do accommodate them. We 1 
are committed' to look aftei 
them.” 

Mr. Sabri added that RJ hopes 
the situation will improve next 
month. 

“At the beginning of next 
month we are reducing our over- 
booking ratio,” he said. “We are 
ready to bear passengers' com- 
plaints. If anyone has had a bad 
experience, we are ready to com- 
pensate them in terms of booking 
them on convenient flights." 

Mr. Hyari, apparently trying to 
summarise the issue, said: “RJ 
seems to be lost between the 
agents’ misinformation and the 
dieats only doing half their job." 



NEW ENGLISH SCHOOL 

KHALDA, AMMAN 


Congratulations are extended to the students of 
the New English School who have achieved 
remarkable success in their Advanced Level and 
I.G.C.S.E. examination results which were 
announced yesterday. Overall, students managed 
a pass rate of 90 per cent, with no failures at all in 
English language or English literature. 

The Head Boy, Muayyad Qubbaj, scored 7 grade A 
passes, plus a grade A in Advanced Arabic Level. 

Tala Al-Masri, the Head Girl, scored 5 grade A 
passes plus an A at Arabic Advanced Level. 

Other outstanding results were achieved by Same 
Sbalabi, and Haya Kablawi who both also scored 5 
grade A passes amongst their I.G.C.S.E. results. 
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SUNDAY’S talks between His Majesty King Hussein and 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat for the purpose of investigat- 
ing the possibility of adopting a joint negotiating position 
and forming a joint Jordanian-Paiestinian delegation for 
October’s peace conference are indeed tinaeSy and useful. 
Given the rapid developments on the international scene and 
the virtual elimination of the Soviet Union as a world 
superpower, the cards are being ominously shuffled more 
than ever against the Arab side in any political showdown 
with Israel. The hopes once held for Moscow to salvage the 
situation for the Palestinians and redeem the negotiating 
strength of the Arab countries are fast dissipating. The 
power struggle in the Soviet Union is dearly tilting the 
balance in favour of Tei Aviv with Jewish emigration from 
that country expected to accelerate at an alarming rate. 
What is left for the Arab side to do is to exercise maxim um 
self-reliance by regrouping in such a way as to optimise their 
bargaining strength. The proposed formation of a joint 
Jordanian-Paiestinian delegation has thus to be seen a g^mrf 
the background of the so-called new international order that 
has its hallmark the domination of the U.S. and the rest of 
the industrialised countries over the rest of us. 

Amman has no particular interest In advocating the 
formation of a joint delegation and the articulation of a joint 
negotiating position except to help out the Palestinians and 
their cause under very unfavourable conditions. This is not 
to mention the fact that the bonds between the Jordanians 
and Palestinians have been special and historic and have 
been cemented more than ever by their shared values and 
common destinies. It is high time therefore to shoulder our 
national responsibility by joining ranks between the two 
peoples as a prelude to the formation of a comprehensive 
joint Arab position encompassing Damascus and Cairo as 
well. The Arab parties can ili-afford the divisions that have 
plagued us for as long as we can remember. As the day of 
reckoning is fast approaching and the Arab parties are 
destined to tit with Israel on a negotiating table before the 
end of this year. There is little time left for the concerned 
Arab governments to coordinate their policy objectives. 

Based on this, the Sunday talks between King Hussein 
and the Palestinian leader can serve as a solid step towards 
undertaking a genuine process to consolidate the Arab 
position on the Arab-lsraeli conflict. There are increasing 
signs that the PLO leadership is putting more faith in the 
fundamentals of their cause rather than the modalities 
pertaining to the upcoming peace parley. This is indeed 
encouraging and should be taken as sign of political 
maturity. The agreed upon working committee to translate 
the preliminary agreements between the two sides into 
actions is additional evidence that Jordan and the PLO are 
moving irreversibly towards operating and proceeding on 
the same wavelength. Let us hope that at long last the Arab 
side is learning to put the horse before the cart instead of the 
other way around. 


THIRD world countries had hoped that with the end of the cold 
war between the East and the West a new era would start and the 
road would be paved for justice and security everywhere, said A1 
Ra’i Arabic daily Monday. But tbe Third World is appalled to see 
that the world has now entered a dark tunnel whose end cannot be 
predicted and a new fearful era in which many countries could be 
pitted against one another said the daily. What the world is 
witnessing is the downfall of the world communism which 
triggered a series of changes in Eastern Europe and led to the 
start of a civil conflict in one of tbe former communist countries: 
Yugoslavia, the paper added. It said that the world was full of 
troubles and regional issues which await solutions, but are left 
untouched by the Western world. It said that Iraq is facing 
starvation and intimidation, countries in Latin America continue 
to witness strife of every kind and countries in South East Aria are 
involved in continued conflicts. It is dear, said the paper, that the 
United States and its allies are pushing the world to a precipice 
and are encouraging regional conflicts to ensure their domination 
of the globe. The paper expressed fear that such a situation would 
lead to a total world chaos and violence that could go beyond 
control. 

Sawl A1 Shaab daily emphasised the need for Jordanian- 
Paiestinian cooperation and coordination which, it said, is needed 
to confront the coming stage. His Majesty King Hussein, who had 
visited Syria and earlier held talks with the U.S. secretary of state 
to discuss the Palestine question and the Arab-lsraeli conflict, has 
now met with the Palestine president in yet another attempt to 
pave the ground for a peaceful settlement to the Middle East 
question, the paper noted. The Jordanian and Palestinian 
leaderships have been coordinating their steps and cooperating in 
all aspects related to the Middle East problem with a view to 
contributing to the implementation of U-N. Security Council 
resolution 242, the paper added. Through dose cooperation 
between Jordan and Damascus and the PLO, Arab states 
involved in tbe conflict can embark on negotiations with a greater 
measure of confidence in the course of implementing justice and 
international legitimacy, the paper noted. It said that tbe success 
of inter-Arab cooperation is badly needed at the moment as the 
Arab states prepare for the coming Arab- Israeli -negotiations 
which are expected to bring about peace to this region. The paper 
called on Syria, Jordan and the PLO to pursue aD efforts towards 
reaching a joint stand to achieve successful negotiations that 
would ensure the Arab and Palestinian peoples* rights. 



View from Fourth Circle 


By Rami G. Kbaud 


You can buy flags and people, but not history 


The prospects of convening an Arab-lsraeli peace conference and 
the broader future of the Middle East remain delicately balanced 
today among the diplomatic weakness of the Arabs, the militaris- 
tic arrogance of the Israelis, and the historical hypocrisy of tbe 
Americans — in other words, little has changed in the Holy Land 
during the second half of this century. Several trends are clear in 
the region today, and all of them are sad. 

The Arabs remain divided, dependent on the West, and 
therefore often desperate. Like the Egyptian government since 
1979, many other Arab leaders seeking survival now dance for 
their dollars, frantically looking to stand near the seat of imperial 
power in Washington — to bask in the glow of Patriot and Cruise 
missiles, to be warmed by the beat of Stealth engines, to dance 
with the emperor’s wife, and perhaps even politically to sleep with 
the emperor in the ultimate act of national degradation. In the era 
of “feel good, be happy” nationalism, and in the spirit of a 
kindler, gentler brand of national prostitution, some Arab 
governments and leaders foolishly try to ignore thousands of years 
of experience in the Middle East. TTiey believe that identity and 
security can be achieved by jumping into the lap of foreign 
emperors, by borrowing foreign flags, or by buying the identity 
and allegiance that you cannot generate from your own people. 

History, however, is a cruel and relentless master, demanding 
strict obedience to its rules. History tolerates neither sustained 
foreign subjugation nor the denial of people's national and human 
rights by their own despotic leaders. The will to be free, to live in 
dignity, will always triumph, as we have seen in most parts of the 
world in the last several years, most recently in the Soviet Union. 

In the Arab World, though, the quest for freedom remains 
checkered. A few states have started making the transition to 
pluralistic democracy and human rights, such as Jordan, Yemen, 
Algeria, Egypt and Tunisia, though the speed and extent of 
genuine political reform remains unclear in several cases. Some 
Arab states have suffered intense civil strife, such as Lebanon, 
Sudan. Palestine and Somalia. A few in the Levant and North 
Africa linger under one-man military dictatorships, while most of 
the Gulf is locked into medieval fiefdoms adorned with Cartier 
watches and French perfumes. 

In the long term, the Arab people will surely enjoy the liberty, 
dignity and prosperity that are their due. In the short term, 
though, the situation remains muddled and confused. Due to their 
own recent incompetence, corruption and violent ways, most 
Arab governments are either fighting to subdue their own people, 
or are desperately seeking refuge in Washington. The extreme 
manifestation of the Arab dilemma is Kuwait, which in the last 
five years has seen five different flags fly over its soil and its 
national assets. In 1986. Kuwait lowered its own flag and hoisted 
the British and American flags over its oil tankers, in order to 
obtain foreign military escorts during the Iran-lraq war. The Iraqi 
flag flew over Kuwait for some seven months after August 1990. 
Today, the Kuwait flag and the United Nations flag both share 


duty, while the Kuwaiti government is pleading with Washington 
and London to establish military bases there. 

One country. Five years. Five different flags, I am not sure of 
the appropriate emotional response to this fact of contemporary 
Arab history. It is at once sad, funny, pitiful, ridiculous and 
grotesque. But it remains symptomatic and symbolic of the 
broader malaise that threatens the Arab World. The exercise of 
political power, national authority, and economic control in Arab 
countries remain haphazard and arbitrary, and therefore the 
overall political dimate continues to be defined by tension and 
instability. Violence, repression, frustration and religious revival 
define most Arab countries, while tentative democratic trans- 
formation defines a few. The Gulf countries have started to 
experience their own indigenous demands for democratic reform, 
which will come at a slower pace than it has in some of the 
northern tier poor Arab states. 

In such a regional context, flags take on a new meaning. They 
flow smoothly into the materialistic political currents of the day, 
assuming aspects of cars, homes and clothes — mere commodities 
to be bought and sold, temporary identities to be rented or 
purchased, whimsical symbols to be waved about. 

Kuwait also offers the brutal and sick spectacle of a government 
trying to buy back its own people, offering them $70,000 each as 
compensation for their suffering in the Gulf war if they return 
borne. But why should we be surprised, in this age and this place 
where everything is for sale, where every man and woman has his 
or her price, where flags, armies, countries and people are rented, 
leased and purchased for cash? If desperate Arab governments 
agreed to pay over S30 trillion to rent the American and British 
armies, why should they not also pay to rent their own people, 
and to secure the allegiance of their own kin? 

The Kurds, meanwhile, slowly drift out of the news, for they 
have come down from the mountains, and our of the West's 
political sight. Remember Zakho and Dohuk? Those are now far 
away places, long ago political times. The Kurds allowed 
themselves to be used as chess pieces by the European powers in 
1920. and lost — and they repeat the agony again today. But they 
remain players in the game of Middle Eastern nationhood. 

This is tbe regional and international context in which we hear 
talk of Arab-lsraeli peace negotiations. The historical context 
cannot be ignored, for only when the authenticity of indigenous 
national identity is accepted can stable states reign in the region. 
Neither can one ignore the present ignominy of Arab countries 
either stultifying their people through state violence or trying to 
buy them with money. In this context, peace prospects in 
Palestine appear more complex than simply arranging a new salmi 
for James Baker. 

I am all for negotiations. I don't think the Palestinians and the 
PLO should allow themselves to get stuck on procedural issues 
whose symbolism is exaggerated because of our Arab political 


weakness. The logic of Palestinian and Arab political ' * e "*°**e 
k2t25veari. since the 1967 defeat, has been to accept to 
negotiate and coexist with Israel if the PaJestiman^n exerase 
their right of national self-determination -- in otoer words, to 
partition Palestine into Jewish and Arab states.^ If apeace 
conference can achieve this goal, then a peace con fe * 
good tiring, and all Arabs should support it-TI* 

Palestinian negotiators from Jerusalem or not from Jerusalem 
strikes me as rather secondary, The Arabs have ma^so niany 
concessions already that it seems foolish to make a symbohestand 
now that might abort the possibility of a peace comerence^ 

A peace conference might put Israel under such interne 
international pressure that it is forced to withdraw bom the 
occupied territories and accept the principle of Palestinian 
self-determination . Or, it might achieve nothing It js i :fae 
obligation of this generation of Palestinian and Arab leaders to 
call the Israeli- American bluff once and for aL by seeing what can 
be achieved at a peace conference. The long-term consequmces 
are the same if we go to a conference and fail , or u we refuse to 
join the conference in the first place. Faced with such a choice, I 
suspect we are better off attending tbe conference, and deman- 
ding from the world the same standards cf political morality and 
national rights that are being applied these days elsewhere on 

What will happen to the Arabs at a peace conference? Will 
George Bush threaten us with Cruise missiles? We just saw in 
Moscow that self-confident and fearless people will always 
triumph over weaponry in the hands of shameful men. We should 
go to a conference with dignity and certitude, demanding and 
working for Arab legal rights that are already enshrined in a host 
of U.N. resolutions. If Israel and the United States choose to put 
their faith in militarism, they will only generate more defiance and 
fearlessness from the Arabs, and assure continued turmoil in the 
Middle East. 

If nothing is achieved, and the conference breaks down, then 
the region will resume its merry slide to more violence and 
suffering. The fact remains that peace, justice and stability in 
Palestine cannot be separated from the rest of the region, and the 
rest of the region today is characterised by severe confusion and 
human degradation. The most important thing for the Arabs to do 
in this situation is simply to remain calm in tbe face of 
contemporary madness, to remain confident m the ruies of 
history, and to remain steady in our political and diplomatic 
course. 

We will always suffer from foreign emperors and local tyrants 
to an extent, but we will also prevail over them both m the end. 
That's what I understand by the statements by George Bush and 
James Baker to the effect that democracy and the people's will to 
be free shall always triumph. They were talking about the Soviet 
Union. I'm talking about the Arab World. And we’re both talking 
about the troths of history. 



By Alan Ccopeman 

Tbe Associated Press 

MOSCOW — Since Josef Stalin, 
the leader of the Communist Par- 
ty has always been the strongman 
of the Soviet Union. By resigning 
as party chief Saturday. Mikhail 
Gorbachev shattered that tradi- 
tion. 

The only post-war politician to 
try to run the country without 
bolding the top party post, Geor- 
gy Malenkov, was swiftly under- 
mined by Nikita Khrushchev and 
drummed out of the leadership in 
1957. 

Mr. Gorbachev appears to 
have heeded Malenkov's lesson: 
Before quitting as the party’s 
general secretary, he gradually 
stripped the communists of au- 
thority and boilt up the indepen- 
dent post of president. 

in a final blow Saturday, he 
nationalised the party’s property, 
called for the dissolution of its 
policy-making central committee 
and banned party cells in the 
armed forces. KGB and police. 

“I believe that democratic- 
minded communists ... will stand 
up for the creation on a new bass 
of a party capable of joining in 
tbe ongoing radical democratic 
transformations,” he said in a 
statement read on television. 

It was unclear whether Mr. 
Gorbachev was suggesting an en- 
tirely new party, or a drastically 
reorganised and humbled one. 

Is either case, the demise of 
the monolithic Co mmunis t Party 
that ruled tbe country for seven 
decades appeared to be at hand. 

Mr. Gorbachev was tbe party’s 
seventh leader. The first was Vla- 
dimir Lenin, who created the 
Bolshevik — or majority — fac- 
tion of the Russian Social Demo- 
cratic Party that seized power in 
the 1971 revolution. 

Lenin formed the party into a 
secretive, elite organisation dur- 
ing the years of underground 
struggle against Tzarist role that 
preceded the revolution, and the 
civil war that followed. 

In 1918, it was renamed the 
all-Rusrian communist party, its 


ideology wavered — during the 
“new economic policy” from 
1921 to 1928, private business was 
encouraged — but its highly- 
centralised, conspiratorial nature 
did not. 

Lenin died in 1924 and during a 
fierce struggle, power was seized 
by Stalin, who ontmanoeuvrcd 
other contenders by using his post 
as party first secretary. His main 
rival, Leon Trotsky, tried to exer- 
cise power through government. 

Stalin built up the power of the 
party chief and wielded it ruth- 
lessly to industrialise the country, 
force peasants onto collective 
farms and exterminate his ene- 
mies, both real and imagined. 

.After Stalin’s death in 1953, 
Khrushchev shared power in a 
“collective leadership” with 
?daJca£ov, who was prime minis- 
ter. But again, control over the 
party apparatus proved too great 
an advantage. 

In 1955, Malenkov was forced 
to confess to political mistakes, 
and in 1957 he was expelled from 
the central committee as a mem- 
ber of the so-called “anti-party” 
group. 

Khrushchev halted some of the 
worst excesses of Stalin's reign of 
terror before being toppled by a 
palace coup, much like the one 
that briefly ousted Gorbachev 
last week. He was replaced as 
party leader in 1964 by Leonid 
Brezhnev. 

Alexei Kosygin, who was 
prime minister in the collective 
leadership, was initially thonght 
by Western analysts to wield top 
power. But Brezhnev used tbe 
party to gain control. 

Brezhnev created a true “par- 
tocracy” in which apparatchiks 
enjoyed long tenure in their posts 
and often passed their privileges 
onto their children. He himself 
remained in power even as a 
doddering old man with slurred 
speech, and died in office in 1982. 

Brezhnev was succeeded in 
rapid fashion by two other sickly 
members of the ruling poiitburo, 
Konstantin Chernenko and Mr. 
Gorbachev's political patron, 
Yuri Andropov. 


party post 


Mr. Gorbachev became gener- 
al secretary after Andropov's 
death in 1985. Three years later, 
he took the ceremonial post of 
president as well. Then, as his 
reforms cut into the power and 
prestige of the party, he per- 
suaded the parliament to create a 
powerful new presidency and 
elect him to the post last year. 

Under Mr. Gorbachev, the 
party surrendered its constitu- 
tional monopoly on power and 
allowed the formation of other 
political parties. GJasnost, or 
openness, led to revelations ab- 
out party misdeeds that undercut 
its prestige. 

Party membership plummeted 
more than 20 per cent in the past 
18 months, and the defectors 
included leading reformers such 
as Alexander Yakovlev and 
Eduard Shevardnadze. 

For more than a year, there 
had been speculation that Mr. 
Gorbachev would leave his party 
post. But he repeatedly denied 
any plans to quit aiid fought off 
attempts by more orthodox com- 
munists to remove him as head of 
the 15-million member organisa- 
tion which, until last month, had 
tentacles of power in every 
school, office and factory in the 
land. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin outlawed party cells in the 
workplace throughout the Rus- 
sian Federation on July 20. Mr. 
Gorbachev objected and said he 
would reverse the decree, but 
never did. 

The push that finally led Mr. 
Gorbachev to quit as general 
secretary was the failed coup by 
Vice President Gennady Yana ye v 
and Mr. Gorbachev’s top minis- 
ters, apparently with the support 
of top party officials. 

But as the son and grandson of 
devoted communists, tbe resigna- 
tion was not easy. 

“Nobody has a moral right to 
blame all communists indiscrimi- 
nately. and I, as president, con- 
sider it my duty to defend them as 
citizens from unsubstantiated 
accusations,” he said in his res- 
ignation statement. 


The 15 Soviet republics and 
how they stand on independence 


MOSCOW |R) — This is a brief 
description of the 15 Soviet re- 
publics and their stance towards 
independence: 

Eight were preparing to sign 
President Mikhail Gorbachev’s 
union treaty, establishing a looser 
federation and transferring con- 
siderable powers from tbe Krem- 
lin to republican leaders, when 
the coup was staged on Monday. 

The Ukraine had put off dis- 
cussion till September, while six 
smaller republics had refused to 
sign the treaty. 

Russian Federation (capital 
Moscow) is by far the largest of 
the republics and the economic 
and industrial heart of the Soviet 
Llnion. Until recently radical 
leader Boris Yeltsin, focus of 
resistence to the failed coup, said 
he wanted greater autonomy for 
his republic while keeping it in 
the Soviet Union. 

But Mr. Yeltsin, who has vir- 
tually taken effective power from 
Soviet Leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, on Saturday expanded 
his authority with a string of 
unilateral decrees taking control 
of huge chunks of Soviet govern- 
ment. He insists on a complete 
reworking of the union treaty. 

He has signed cooperation 
agreements with many other re- 
publics and on Saturday recog- 
nised the independence of Latvia 
and Estonia, moves which could 
hasten the disintegration of the 
Soviet Union in its current form. 

Ukraine (capital Kiev) is the 
second most influential republic. 
Its parliament declared full inde- 
pendence on Saturday, subject to 
a referendum on December 1. 
The move is thought to have a 
good chance of approval by the 
50 million population, which in- 
creasingly favours national inde- 
pendence. 

Communist President Leonid 
Kravchuk, under pressure from 
nationalists, wanted the signing 
of the union treaty to be delayed 
until his parliament had ratified 
the republic’s sovereignty dec- 
laration made earlier this year. 

Kazakhstan (capital Alma- 
Ata), was for decades a massive 
conservative cotton -producing 


southern republic. But under 
President Nursultan Nazarbayev, 
one of the rising stars on tbe 
Soviet political scene, the repub- 
lic has declared sovereignty and 
banned controversial nuclear 
tests at tbe Semipalatinsk testing 
ground. Nazarbayev wants ’to 
keep the republic in tbe Soviet 
Union but now insists the union 
treaty be reworked. 

Byelorussia (capital Minsk) has 
traditionally been one of the most 
conservative republics with an 
independence movement still in 
its infancy. But communist Presi- 
dent Nikolai Dementei. who 
made few pronouncements on the 
union treaty, resigned on Sunday 
after criticism he had not opposed 
the coup. The republic has a 
well-developed technological and 
agricultural base. 

Lithuania (capital Vilnius) is at 
tbe forefront of those demanding 
independence. The small agri- 
cultural Baltic republic, led by 
nationalist President Vytautas 
Landsbergis, was the first to de- 
clare full, immediate independ- 
ence last year. Although the dec- 
laration was suspended after a 
crippling economic Kremlin 
blockade, it now seems likely to 
be reactivated. 

Latvia (capital Riga) another 
Baltic republic, declared full, im- 
mediate independence during the 
coup. The agricultural republic, 
led by President Anatolijs Gor- 
bunovs, had previously preferred 
a step-by-step approach to break- 
ing with Moscow. 

Estonia (capital Tallinn) the 
third Baltic republic, has chosen 
exactly the same path, also de- 
claring independence last week. 
The tiny republic, also dependent 
on agriculture, is led by President 
Arnold Ruutel. 

Moldova (capital Kishinyov) 
adjoining Romania, has declared 
sovereignty and is refusing to sign 
the union treaty. Led by Presi- 
dent Mircea Snegur, the republic 
— best known for its light indus- 
try and wine-growing — has yet 
to declare independence. But 
Bucharest Radio on Sunday said 
the parliament would do so on 


MOSCOW (R) — Ivan Silayev. 
named by President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev to take charge of the 
Soviet economy, is a prominent 
reformer who believes the coun- 
try must lose ics “socialist virgin- 
ity” and move fast towards a free 
market. 

As prime minister of Boris 
Yeltsin’s Russian Republic from 
June 1990, Mr. Silayev led moves 
to wrest power over its vast natu- 
ral resources from the Kremlin 
and loosen state control over the 
crisis-ridden economy. 

On Saturday Mr. Gorbachev 
named him to head a new admi- 



Tuesday. 

Georgia (capital Tbilisi) de- 
clared frill independence earlier 
this year under the leadership of 
nationalist President Zviad Gam- 
sakfcurdia. The authorities in the 
Transcaucasian republic, which 
produces wine and fruit, have 
annulled the autonomous status 
of several ethnic regions which 
want to stay in the Soviet Union. 

Armenia (capital Yerevan) is 
determined to be the first to 
secede legally from the Soviet 
Union following the convoluted 
five-year path set down by the 
national constitution. President 
Levon Ter-Petrosyan says this 
path woe Id give Moscow no 
reason to clamp down on the 
republic, reliant on fruit and wine 
production and light industry. 

Azerbaijan (capital Baku) 
wants more freedom under the 
union treaty but has made few 
statements so far about outright 
independence. Authorities under 
President Ayaz Mutalibov — the 
only republican leader who open- 
ly backed the abortive coup — 
have cracked down hard on the 
growing nationalist movement. 
The republic is a major oil pro- 
ducer. 

The four Central Asian repub- 
lics at the time of the coup were 
soli firmly in the hands of their 
republican communist parties. In 
a March referendum on the fu- 
ture of the Soviet Llnion all four 
recorded massive majorities in 
favour of keeping the country 
together in its present form. 

Uzbekistan (capital Tashkent) 
is the largest of four. President 
Ismail Karimov is leading pro- 
tests about the massive damage 
done by decades of intensive 

cotton- growing. 

Turkmenia (capital Ashkha- 
a quiei desert backwater 
led by President Saparmurad 
Niyazov. 

. Kyrgyzstav, formerly Kirghi- 
aa, capital Bishkek, formerly 
■Frunze, is led by President Askar 
Akayev. 

Tajikistan (capital Dushanbe) is 
a mountainous republic ledTiy 
President Kakhar Makhamov. 


lustration to run the Soviet eco- 
nomy — effectively acting Soviet 
prime minister — with radical 
economist Grigory Yavlinsky as 
one of three deputies. 

The silver-haired Silayev was 
constantly at Yeltsin's side as the 
Russian president marshalled re- 
sistance to last week's attempted 
coup and thwarted the attempt by 
communist hardliners to oust 
Mikhail Gorbachev as Soviet 
leader. 

Silayev, 60, was among senior 
Russian officials who flew on 
Wednesday to Crimea, where Mr. 
Gorbachev had been held under 


house arrest for three days, and 
brought him back to Moscow 
once he was reinstalled in office. 

As Russian premier, during 
what he called “the most difficult 
and dynamic year of mv life," 
Mr. Silayev drew up a program- 
me to privatise small industries 
and agriculture, transform big 
state concerns into joint-stock 
companies, help entrepreneurs 
by cutting taxes and duties, stabil- 
ise the rouble and combat infla- 
tion. 

“For too long we preserved our 


Socialist virginity and saw each 
real step towards the market, as 
an unsavoury retreat to practices 
established throughout the world 
from Shanghai to New York.” he 
said when presenting the plan last 
March. 

"We believe there should be an 
energetic transition to a market 
economy in a very short time.” 

Mr. Silayev j$ also a co-found- 
er, with prominent liberals in- 
cluding former Foreign Minister 
Eduard Shevardnadze and ex- 
Gorbachev aide Alexander 
Yakovlev, of a new centrist 


economy 

movement intended tr» a I . 


movement intended to challenge 
the Communist Party for power. 

As he takes charge of the 
Soviet economy, he faces a series 
of huge challenges: reviving pro- 
duction which has collapsed amid 
chaos and worker unrest, taming 
inflation, mending the chronically 
inefficient production system and 
putting basic consumer goods 
onto empty shop shelves. 

Horn on October 21, 1930, in a 
village near Gorky, southeast of 
Moscow, Mr. Silayev trained as 
an engineer and mechanic, joined 
tbe Communist Party in 1959 and 
went on to become dnecioT of foe 


Gorky Aviation Factory i 

From 1974 be served as 
ty aviation industry- n 
holding a minor ministeri 
folio from i960 to 1981 
returning the same vear 
the Aviation Ministry. 

From 1985 to 1990 he 
Soviet deputy prime minis 
holds a series of prel 
awards including hero of < 
labour and two orders of 

He has a wife, Tama: 
nyo. sons. He lists bis be 
playing tennis, the fa- 
game of bis boss .Boris - 
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Two lessons from Palestine 


By Andrew P. Jones 

It was in the offices of a travel 
agency here in Amman, that I 
• teamed one of two lessons Vast 
week. Both involved the poli- 
tical reality of the Middle East 
region. I had stated to the 
travel agent that I was going to 
Israel, the agent looked me in 
the eye and said, “you mean 
Palestine.” 

The second lesson involved 
entry into Palestine that was 
denied me by Israeli immigra- 
tion officials last Friday morn- 
ing, August 23, 1991. It all. 
came after a skull capped offi- 
cial asked me why I was com- 
ing into the country; what I 
intended to do there; how 
much time I was going to 
spend, and so forth. 

After ordering me to be sea- 
ted, he made at least two 
dozen phone calls before the 
verdict came down. I was able 
to count the number of calk 
because he picked up my pass- 
port each time he spoke about 
me over the phone. 

While I waited, seated in the 
small room where only Arabs 
were told to remain, I was able 
to think over some of what I 
bad seen earlier. First I was 
shocked at how close the 
opposing forces are to each 
other. The Jordan River at the 
King Hussein (Allenby) Bridge 
is really no river at all, just a 
deep creek with fast running 
g^een water, minefields on 
either side. The bridge, an old: 
creaky wooden structure? is 
itself less than 50 meters long. 
The bos ride across takes less 
than 10 seconds literally. 

Secondly, soldiers on the 
Israeli side, curiously Amer- 
ican looking with sandy brown 
hair and American made 
weapons, order all passengers 
off the bus and scrutinise them, 
guns ready at all times. This 
includes everyone, even chil- 
dren and myself, a black 
American. 

Thirdly, once inside the im- 
migration building, all Euro- 
peans are waved through after 
a brief chat with the same 
customs official who would la- 
ter deliver to me the negative 
news. Before getting to him 
two young female soldiers 
check passports. They too have 
that American look which ex- 
perienced international tavel- 
lers know aD too well. It would 
be . impossible to distinguish 
these green dad girls from 
their student counterparts in 
the United States, except of 
course for the military uni- 
forms. 

By the way, these are the 
same girls; I say girls because 
they look quite young no more' 
than 17 years old, who take all 
Arab women into private 
rooms for strip searching. The 
same tiling happens to all Arab 
males, men and boys, accom- 
panied by a male soldier. 

In the last three years, I have 
visited 38 countries, writing 
and produdng documentaries 
and news reports for television 
in the United States, Britain, 
Canada and Germany. As I 
also told the Israeli officials, I 


am a member of the faculty of 
the School of Journalism at 
Northeastern University in 
Boston. 

This was supposed to be my 
first trip to Palestine. I was to. 
produce two stories for Black 
Entertainment Television 
(BET) News based in 
Washington, D.C. One story 
was to be on Falashas, the 
Ethiopians recently relocated 
to Israel. The other was to be 
on a group of Black Jews from 
America who immigrated to 
Palestine, without invitation 
from the Israelis, about a de- 
cade ago from Chicago. I was 
to compare the plight of the 
two groups, take some video, 
do some interviews and return 
to Amman for travel else- 
where. 

But I never made it. As I 
stated earlier, I was refused 
entry into the country. One of 
two reasons given was that I 
did not have enough money to 
support myself during the time 
I intended to stay, less than a 
week. The other reason was 
that I lacked a return ticket to 
the United States. No other 
reasons were given. 

What the Israelis did not 
know I knew was that there 
was a British woman, a friend 
of mine in the queue ahead of 
me. She had even less money 
than me and no return ticket 
either. She was allowed into 
Palestine. I was not. 

At first I thought I had been 
refused entry because of my 
previous trips to Iraq. I had 
spent two months in Iraq ear- 
lier this summer filming the 
effects of sanctions and con- 
tinued political psychological 
warfare against tire Iraqi peo- 
ple. However, I have since 
learned that many others with 
Iraqi visas stamped in their 
passports have made the trip 
back and forth between Jordan 
and the West Rank with no 
problems. 

I arrived back at my hotel in 
tiie afternoon, tired after hav- 
ing t o get u p to catch a 6:30 
a.m. JETT bus. There I was 
greeted with the news that 
there had been riots the week 
before between blacks and 
Hassidic Jews in Brooklyn in 
the United States. According 
to news reports, a Jew on a 
motorcycle killed a young 
blade boy. The black commun- 
ity, incensed that there was no 
^prosecution of what they per- 
ceived as homicide, erupted 
and the rumble started. 

I suspett tiie Israelis were 
aware of the circumstances in 
Brooklyn, although I certain- 
ly wasn-'t at the time. I’m 
staying in a hotel storage room 
and don’t have a television to 
watch the news. No hotel 
rooms are available in Amman 
because of the sudden influx of 
hundreds of thousands of Ira- 
qis escaping summer beat, 
sanctions and the July 25 
bombing deadline set by Bush. 
Many thousands are stranded 
in Jordan having been denied 


visas into their dream country, 
the United States. Hundreds of 
thousands of Palestinians have 
also been expelled from 
Kuwait. They are here too. 

I assume also that the 
Israelis suspected that a black 
American reporter from a black- 
owned national television net- 
work (the views expressed here 
are my own and not those of 
BET news or any other televi- 
sion network employing my 
services or using my footage), 
was coming to follow the 
Brooklyn riots story up on this 
side of the Atlantic. They 
probably suspected that I was 
going to use their most potent 
occupational weapon , the 
media, in an assault -against 
them. I suspect as much since 
there was really no other 
reason to deny me entry into 
the country. The identification 
between Jews in the United 
States and Israelis in Palestine 
is, as everyone knows, heavy 
to say the least. 

One thing is for sure: first 
impressions being what they 
are, the bit of Israel I saw looks 
and feels a lot like the United 
States, a nation that also bas 
the habit of dosing its borders 
during fits of paranoia. -Occu- 
pied Palestine is the only coun- 
try on Earth where American 
citizens can serve in its occupa- 
tional armed forces and still 
retain their citizenship. So 
perhaps the young soldiers 
were American after all. 

I suppose I won’t know any- 
time soon, since I no longer 
plan to visit Palestine unless 
the occupational forces apolo- 
gize (won’t hold my breath on 
that one) or until the rightful 
occupants, the Palestinians, re- 
gain control of their right to 
control their own borders. No- 
thing persona] against the 
Israeli people and no big deal 
really compared to sacrifices 
made daily by Palestinians in 
the occupied territories. It is 
just a statement on my part 
that I don't like being treated 
unfairly; that it is hard to give 
the benefit of the doubt when 
it has not been received. 

As to the Palestinians with 
me on the bus back from the 
border, August 23, 1991, they 
now have an impression of at 
least one instance of how 
Israelis treat black Americans, 
t too, sitting here in Amman, 
have a better sense of bow tiie 
Palestinians must feel having 
been ejected from their rown 
homeland. Those of us on that 
bus. I guess we felt, perhaps 
for .a few significant moments, 
that we were all in it together. 

I am a reporter and my job is 
to try to be objective. After all, 
as I teach it, die journalises 
motto is to be accurate, to be 
first and to be fair. Yet, I am 
also a human being and as such 
I believe that humanity and 
dignity must come before pro- 
fessional obligation. 

I therefore offer my condo- 
lences to the family of the boy 
killed in Brooklyn. HI bet he 
wasn’t even throwing stones. 


The writer is assistant professor at the School of Journalism of 
Northeastern University, Boston, U.S. 



Constitution Bloc chief Hindawi says 
parliamentary group is after national unity 


CONSIDERED one of Jordan's most experienced politicians, 
Thouqan A1 Hindawi was born in 1927 in the village ofN’ayymeb 
near the northern dty of Irbid. As a young student, be used to 
walk 20 kilometres to bis school in hind dty, from which he 
graduated at the top of his class. This qualified him to win a 
scholarship to study at the Arab College in Jerusalem, where be 
received the Palestinian Matriculation Certificate and the In- 
termediate Certificate awarded at the time from the Umvermty of 
London. He later left for Cairo on scholarship and received a 
B.A. degree in Sociology and History. 

Upon bis return to Amman Mr. Hindawi worked as a teacher 
until be was awarded another scholarship in 1955 to study for a 
Master’s degree in education in the U.S.. Since then, be has 
worked as teacher, headmaster, inspector at the Ministry of 
Education, cultural attache in Cairo, undersecretary of die 
Information Ministry, minister of information, minister of educa- 
tion, ambassador to Kuwait and Egypt, deputy premier and 
minister of education, and chief of the Royal Court. 

Mr, Hindawi resigned from bis last post in 1989 to run in the 
country’s first parliamentary elections in 22 years. He was one of 
tern MPs elected to represent Irbid. He is married with two sons 
and a daughter. 


Question: It has been two years 
since the election of this Parlia- 
ment, and people seem to be 
divided on the MPs’ perform- 
ance. How do you evaluate their 
performance to date? 

Answer: If we want to evaluate 
the House's performance from an 
unbiased position, the result 
would be a mixture of positives 
and negatives. You see, the re- 
gion, Jordan included, passed 
through a political phase during 
which the absence of democracy 
and public freedoms led to a 
freeze in related activities, such 
as Parliament. Yet I can say the 
House reacted to this new stage 
with great responsibility in coping 
with the advent of democracy, 
the general situation in the coun- 
try, and the needs of the people. 

On the legislative front, I think 
we are extremely successful in 
passing laws submitted by the 
government or in encouraging the 
government to work on other 
specific laws. However, the poli- 
tical part, which : is mainly to 
watch over the government and 
encourage it to adopt specific 
policies, was not so successful. 

Q: A few days ago you gave 
confidence to the new govern- 
ment, although you said it was 


not a national unity government. 
Did you see other positive ele- 
ments in it? 

A: Most of the Constitutioa 
Bloc, of which I am a member, 
voted for the government after a 
comprehensive evaluation of the 
situation in tiie country and cur- 
rent domestic and international 
developments. We knew in adv- 
ance that the Muslim Brother- 
hood had decided to withhold 
confidence; if we joined them the 
government would have fallen 
and this would mean that by 
tradition, the House would be 
dissolved. We experienced that in 
1963, when the government of 
Samir A1 Rifai failed a vote of 
confidence. We did not want to 
see this happen because it would 
mean shattering the country’s 
national unity and endangering 
national security, particularly in 
the face of Israeli threats ■ which 
we now take very seriously in the 
absence of superpower balance. 
Israel will not hesitate to exploit 
die situation to create chaos in 
Jordan, and being protected by 
the only superpower (the U.S.) 
means that Israel would get away 
with it, especially in the Security 
.Council. 

Therefore, we voted in favour 


Gorbachev accepts blame for coup 


(Continued from page 1) 

different organisation. Many of its 
functions will be handed over to other 
organisations and some win be singly 
annulled.” 

Abo lacing likely reconstruction 
now are the borders and central 
power structure of the Soviet Union. 

Mir. Yeltsin last week demanded 
Mr. Gorbachev’s union treaty draft 
be thrown out and a new version 
written to hand even more power to 
the 15 republics. Nikolai Petrakov, a 
radical economist and former Gor- 
bachev adviser, said that reformers in 
the Supreme Soviet Bkefy would try 
to do thaL 

Signalling an apparent fundamental 
shift in his position after last week’s 
upheaval, Mr. Gorbachev made no 
reference to tiie Soviet constitution, 
which says any republic seeking to 
break away must follow a five-year 
secession process. 

Previously, Mr. Gorbachev bad in- 
sisted tbe Baltic republics must abide 
by the c ons ti t ut ion, which they do not 
recognise. 

Mr. Gorbachev, his authority 
under relentless attack from Mr. 
Yeltsin, said aO obstacles to a market 
economy repre se nted by the old 
structures must be swept away. 

“We have to accelerate the crea- 
tion of necessary market institu- 
tions, 7 ’ be said. 

The U.S. ambassador to the United 
Nations raid Monday the Soviet seat 


at the U.N. Security Counril could be 
retinquhbed to Russia, and other 
Soivet republics may soon seek to 
join the. world organisation. 

.Ambassador Thomas Pickering 
said, however, the question of future 
representation on the 15-member 
counril should be decided in Moscow. 

“Wc would like to see tbe issue 
resolved on the bass of mutual agree- 
ment,” Mr. Pickering told reporter* 
in India's capital. The Soviet Union is 
one of tbe five permanent members 
of the council, along with the United 
States, China, Fiance and Britain. 

He said the 159-member United 
Nations could be expanded to indude 
Soviet republics that gain independ- 
ence, bat “we want to study how 
much independence they have.” 

The Ukraine and Byelorussia 
already are U.N. members under a 
unique arrangement established when 
the Soviet Union was afraid it would 
be outnumbered by the West in tbe 
world body. Although they are full 
U.N. members, in the past Ukrainian 
and Byelorussian delegates have 
taken their cues from Moscow. 

Tbe president of the second-biggest 
Soviet Republic, Kazakhstan, said 
Monday the Soviet Union was 
finished as a federation and could 
survive only as a confederation of 
independent states. 

Nursultan Nazarbayev told the 
Soviet parliament there was no place 4 
for a central parliament or cabinet of 
ministers in tbe fnture “free onion of 
sovere i gn republics.” 



Tbooqan AJ Hindawi 

to protect national unity, ratber 
than to express our admiration of 
tbe government, which we think 
was below our expectations. 

Q: Why was the Constitution. 
Bloc formed, and was its timing 
before the vote pre-arranged or a 
pure coincidence? 

A: I think we were largely 
.misuederstood. Members of the 
bloc had been discussing the idea 
since the election of the House. 
The aim was to create a political 
force within the House to activate 
tiie democratic process, particu- 
larly that there exists only one 
organised bloc, tbe Muslim 
Brotherhood, which acts from a 
religious perspective. Other blocs 
are much smaller and were 
formed hastily following the elec- 
tion of the House. So the process 


was going on for a long time and 
we thought that the best time foe 
launching the bloc was ahead of 
the confidence vote. 

Q; Would this be a nucleus for 
a larger political organisation in 
tbe future, a political party for 
example? 

A: Yes. We have discussed the 
issue and now we see that the 
survival, expansion and enlarge- 
ment of this bloc should continue 
even after tiie end of this House’s 
term. Tbe next few weeks will 
witness an increase in our number 
in the bouse, which «ow totals 13 
MPS. 

Q: What does the bloc stand 


for? , .... 

A: We are a group of pubhc 

servants guided by realistic, cen- 
trist and practical thought. As our 
name implies, we are guided by 
the constitution, and work for 
keeping its spirit alive. This ex- 
plains why we voted for the gov- 
ernment. 

Q: Do you think the govern- 
ment’s winning a small majority 
in the confidence vote would 
motivate it to work harder, or 
would be a hindrance to it? 

A: Let me put it this way. If 1 
werd the prime minister I would 
reconsider my cabinet's make-up 
and work harder to improve its 
image in tbe House, and convince 
those who voted against that this 
was a government worthy of con- 
fidence. 

Q: The region is passing 
through a decisive stage, amidst a 
split over U.S. peace efforts and 
the best means to achieve a com- 
prehensive and lasting peace in 
the Middle East. What do you 
drink about this issue? 

A: I personally believe in reai- 
ism. If applied to the Middle 
East, realism means three things. 
First, there is a Palestinian people 
t terana t regain its rights, indud- 
irfjfthe establishment of its state 
in its national soil. Second, no 
country should replace the 
Palestinians in determining their 
rights and fate. The Palestinian 
people chose the PLO as their 
sole and legitimate representa- 
tive, thus neither Jordan nor any 
other Arab country can replace 
it. We can help the PLO or act as 
an umbrella for it if it so asks, but 
not replace it. Third, there is an 
international legitimacy dedded 
by international consensus, and 
seores of U.N. resolutions that 
need to be applied, inducting 242 
and 338 which stipulate the in- 
admissibility of acquiring land by 
force. Any misconsideration of 
those three realities means that 
we will be chasing a mirage, and 
not reaching real solutions. 


This article appeared in Issues and Perspectives, the bi-monthly 
newsletter published by the Jordan Information Bureau in Washing- 
ton. 


Advertisement 

U.S. Agency for International Development 
Commodity Import Program (CIP) 
Attention: Private Sector Importers and 

Local Banks 

Financing is again available under USAID's Commodity 
Import Program (CIP). Private sector Jordanian importers 
of U.S. made items are approved for CIP Letter of Credit 
financing on a first-come, first-served basis. 

This financing is available at interest rates ranging from 8 
to T2 percent, Jordan Dinar downpayment of 1 0 percent, 
and the balance payable in Jordan Dinars over periods as 
follows: 

1. Up to two (2) year for raw materials. 

2. Up to three (3) years for intermediate goods. 

3. Up to four (4) years for capital goods. 

To apply, importers should make applications to their local 
banks and request CIP financing. For additional 
information, importers or banks may call USAID/JORDAN 
at Tel No. 604171 and request to talk with CIP Office 
Personnel 



THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKING, AIR FREIGH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
ANDjJ RESERVATIONS. 


AMIN KAMA* & SONS 

TEL. 60^676 604096 



■ Many villas and apartmentd 
are available lor rent midi 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

|* Also many lots of land are 
available for sale. 

For further details, please 
- cell 

b4onn Rai 



1st Circle, Jahai Amman, near 
' Ahfiyyah Girls School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 

T4L9HM 


Amman’s 

r exclusive gift shop' 

kalian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes Jighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, _■ 
.crystalware etc. 

Shmeisani • Grirafloys Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


' CHEN’S. > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers’ Housing 
- Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtquefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 010214 

Come and taste our 
specialities . 

Open daily 12:00 -3:30 

p.m. . 

\ 6.30 - Midnight > 


studio HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour SeTvicfe 
Develop your colour fifan at 
oor shop and get> 


JVMBO photo 
JO% 


* Frmm ei Umr 9 «- 
mmnt 20 x 30 


Shmeisani - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh teL 323891 




MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 
Sidled Chinese Chefs 

[Open I220-3-JQ A tH 0-lt:M <faufr| 


Wacfi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Mote/ 

{TM. M1B22. Amman 


face Tasted 

gL, rthwjuuiued 



RENT 

Saudi Beal Estate 


* 


00£jQQ 


Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 

CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept. 687621/22 


in Jordan 


CROWN 
BSTTL EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 




SST#* 

sfun.j odor at 530 and 8:30 p m 
TaAlAJi - the ISntveaity 
llospujl bridge 

tor 


milium 



I The First Class Hotel ih ; 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


\f 


room-J 


IIAItOTEL 

( |j£<|l|IS 


Arnmatr-Tel. 668193 
P.iXBox 9403 - Fax 602434 
7$ex 23888 DAflOTLJG, 

Ideal Residence For' 
Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


The fogUKyPalax Hotel 


LOBBY JDUNGE 
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Soviet takes women’s SOOm 
gold at World Championships 


TOKYO (Agencies) — Lilia 
Nurutdinova of the Soviet Union 
snatched the gold medal from 
Cuban favourite Ana Quirot m a 
tight finish to the women’s 800 
metres at the World Athletics 
Championships Monday. 

The 27-year-old European 
bronze medallist won a four- 
woman battle on the final 
straight, powering past Quirot 
and holding off the challenges of 
Romanian Ella Kcrvacs and Maria 
Mu tola of Mozambique. 

Quirot, who has dominated the 
event in recent years without 
winning a major gold, settled for 
silver and Kovacs fell over the 
finish line to get the bronze. 

African champion Mutola 
stumbled, tripped and pushed 
Nurutdinova to the ground as she 
raised her aims to celebrate her 
victory. 

Nurutdinova won in one mi- 
nute 57.50 seconds with Quirot 
just 0.05 seconds behind and 
Kovacs finishing in 1:57.58. 

Mutola set a world junior re- 
cord of 2:57.63 as the first four 
finished within 0.13 seconds of 
each other. 

Kenny Harrison of the United 
States won the men’s triple jump 
with his second effort of 17.78' 
metres, holding off European 
champion Leonid Voloshin of the 
Soviet Union by just three cen- 
timetres. 

American Mike Conley took 
the bronze medal with 17.62 
metres. 

An elated Harrison did a two- 
footed leap on the victory podium 
to celebrate his win. 

Tatyana Dorovskikh made it a 
second Soviet victory on the 
track, winning the women's 3.000 
metres with a perfectly judged 
race. 

Dorovskikh, reigning world 
and Olympic champion under the 
name of Samolenko. tailed com- 
patriot Elena Romanova round 
the final bend before bursting 
past to defened her title. 

The 30-year-old sports teacher, 


who returned to the track this 
season after having a baby, was a 
double gold medallist at 1,500 
and 3,000 metres in Rome four 
years ago. 

Romanova took the silver and 
Susan Sirma of Kenya the 
bronze. 

Favourite Yvonne Murray of 
Britain took over the lead from 
Sirma on the bell but she was 
unable to sustain the pace and the 
two Soviet runners surged past 
her on the back straight. 

The European champion faded 
badly on the final straight and 
finished only 10th. 

Dorovskikh won in eight mi- 
nutes 35.62 seconds, 0.4 seconds 
ahead of European silver medal- 
list Romanova. 

Finland pulled off a double in 
the men’s javelin, won by Kimmo 
Kinnunen from world record bol- 
der Seppo Raty. 

Kinnunen did a victory dance 
in the throwing area after an 
enormous first effort of 90.82 
metres which made him only the 
third man ever to pass the 90- 
metre barrier. 

The 23-year-old carpenter is 
the son of a former javelin world 
record bolder and Olympic silver 
medallist. 

Favourite Raty was out of the 
medals until he produced a last 
effort of 88.12 metres to push 
Vladimir Sasimovich into the 
bronze medal position and leave 
Gavin Lovegrove of New Zea- 
land empty-handed. 

“I planned to take the first 
throw cautiously but I was feeling 
good so I went for it and it 
worked,” Kinnunen said. 

“But after that I lost the feeling 
and I couldn't do it again.” 

Raty said: “I knew Kimmo 
could do it. He was throwing well 
at our training camp. What can I 
say? The little tank beat the big 
tank.” 

Kenya's Moses Tanui won a 
thrilling duel with team male 
Richard Chelimo to win the 
men’s world 10,000 metres title 


Hungary makes biggest splash 
at European swimming 


ATHENS (R) — Three world 
records from Krisztina Egerszegi 
and Norbert Rozsa ensured Hun- 
gary made the biggest splash at 
the European Swimming Cham- 
pionships. 

Egerszegi crowned the nine- 
day meeting with a phenomenal 
swim in the final session which 
carved virtually two seconds from 
the women's world 200 metres 
backstroke record. 

The slender 17-year-old turned 
the opposition into an irrele- 
vance, winning by five seconds in 
two minutes 6.62 seconds three 
days after setting a 100 back- 
stroke world mark of 1:0031. 

The double world champion, 
who began an Athens golden 
treble in the 400 individual med- 
ley, opened up new horizons as 
she expunged American Betsy 
Mitchell’s 2:08.60 of 1986 and 
East German Ina Kleber’s 
1:00.59 of 1984 from the record 
books. 

“I don’t know how long this 
world record will stand but I 
know I'm going to be better,” 
Egerszegi, Olympic champion at 
14, said after her astonishing 200. 


World champion Rozsa gave 
the swimming- programme an ex- 
plosive start with a 100 breast- 
stroke world record in the open- 
ing session of heats. 

The absence of world and 
Olympic champion Tam as Dar- 
nyi, invincible in individual med- 
ley since 1985 but focusing solely 
on next year’s Barcelona Olym- 
pics, doubtless deprived Hungary 
of more gold. 

“We are on the way to becom- 
ing the world's major swi mming 
force," proclaimed Georg Zem- 
plenyi, the flamboyant entrep- 
reneur whose wealth funds the 
small elite team. 

Rozsa, Zemplenyi’s foster-son, 
sliced 0.16 seconds from the 100 
breaststroke mark he shared with 
Soviet Vasily Ivanov, docking 
1:01.29 in beats, and won the 
final in 1:01.49, a time posted five 
times in all by himself and ex- 
world record holder Adrian 
Moorhouse. 

Olympic champion Moorhouse 
had to settle for silver behind 
Rozsa, as be did in last January’s 
Perth World Championships. 




GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 
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ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, vou 
hold: 

»K42 JAQ7 v32 4AQ864 

The bidding has proceeded: 

North East Sooth West 

1 4 Pass 2 4 Pass 

3 * Pass 7 

What do you bid now? 

A. — The double fit has improved 
your already good hand, but there is 
no need for precipitate action. All 
you need do for the moment is bid 
three spades. That action is forcing, 
and gives partner room to further 
define his hand. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

«K42 7AQ7 7 32 4AQ864 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 2 * Pass 

3 * Pass 3 4 Pass 

4 v Pass ? 

What do you bid now? 

A. — Matters continue to get bet- 
ter, and a grand slam might be in 
the cards. The one road to avoid is 
taking control by asking for aces. 
Partner has started a cue-bidding 
sequence. Continue it by showing 
the ace of hearts with a return cue- 
bid of four hearts. 

Q.3— Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A432 7K10765 IK 6 4K8 
Partner opens the bidding with 
three spades. What action do you 
take? 

A. — At this vulnerability, partner 
shows some seven playing tricks 
with his preempt, so his hand al- 
most certainly contains an ace. 
Therefore, you can count nine 
tricks, and one of your other kings 
or a ruff could acc- ; fj. p ICiL 


Bid four spades. 

Q. 4— -Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

49872 ?G C-KJ4 4QJ1065 
Partner opens the bidding with one 
diamond. What do you respond? 
A. — You do not have the where- 
withal to bid at the two- level, so you 
have to adopt a different approach. 
When partner opens one of a minor 
and you have a four-card mqjor 
which you can Bhow at the one- 
level, do so regardless of suit quali- 
ty. Bid one spade. 

Q.5— As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4K054 ‘7‘4 ;A4 *AK 10873 

Your right-band opponent opens 
the bidding with a weak two-heart 
bid. What action do you take? 

A. — If you 9 imply bid three clubs, 
you run the risk of missing a 4-4 
spade fit. Correct is to double for 
takeout Should partner bid three 
diamonds, you are strong enough to 
try four chibs. 

Q. 6 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

4A1054 ‘77642 A932 *7 

The bidding has proceeded; 

East Sooth West North 

1 4 Pass Pass Dbl 

2 * ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — Partner's takeout double 
promises four cards in one major, 
but not necessarily both. Don't pick 
a suit unilaterally. Cue-bid three 
clubs and let partner choose. De- 
spite two aces and a singleton club, 
don't hang partner for his balancing 
bid. If he can do no more than bid at 
the three-level, you should pass. 


Monday. 

Tanui," a 26-year-old soldier, 
outpaced Chelimo in the straight 
after the pair bad split the field to 
win 27 minutes 38.74 seconds. 

Chelimo took the lead after 
just two laps and quickly raced to 
a 30 metre lead. 

He was joined by Tanui and 
the pair dominated the race, 
going through the halfway mark 
in well under world record sche- 
dule. 

World Cross country champion 
and race favourite Kbalid Skah of 
Morocco pursued die Kenyans in 
the final 800 metres but he could 
not make up the gap and had to 
settle for the bronze medal. 

Renaldo Nefaemiah, the former 
-world record-holder in the men's 
110-metre high hurdles, was 
forced to withdraw from the 
championship Monday- because 
of a back injury. 

A press officer for the U.S. 
squad quoted team physician Dr. 
Bob Adams as saying that Nehe- 
miah had sprained his lower right 
back during a workout over the 
weekend. 

“He’s improving, but he's not 
well enough to compete," the 
officer said Dr. Adams told him. 

The first beats of the 110 hur- 
dles were to be run Tuesday. 

Nehe Uriah’s absence left the 
U.S. team with two hurdlers-two- 
time defending champion Greg 
Foster and Jack Pierce. 

Nehemiah set the world record 
of 12.93 seconds in 1981. It held 
up until 1989, when two-time 
Olympic gold medalist Roger 
Kingdom ran 12.92. 

Ifiis was to be Nefaemiah’s first 
appearance on a U.S. interna- 
tional team since he competed in 
the 1979 World Cup. 

Meanwhile Carl Lewis knew 
many people had written him off 
and he had to prove himself.. 
despite 12 world and Olympic 
golds. 

« So be did. At age 30, eight 
years after his first world sprint 
gold, he ran the greatest 100 


metres in the history of track and 
field. 

A crowd of 60,00p people, in- 
cluding the Emperor of Japan, 
roared their acriaim for Lewis 
Sunday, crowning him as the hero 
of the 3rd athletics World Cham- 
pionships. 

Lewis goes into the books as 
the new world record holder in 
the men’s 100 metres with 9.86 
seconds and the first winner of an 
individual gold in three world 
Champions.. 

“It feels great to be 30 and run 
the race of my fife,” he said. 

As Lewis became a hero, Jack- 
ie Joyner-Kersee faced two days 
of glory and fr u stration which 
eventually ended with a right-leg 
injury which eliminated her from 
the heptathlon competition Mon- 
day. 

The American star had won the 
long jump on Sunday with a mark 
of 7.32 metres despite an injured 
right foot, and she had taken a 
dear lead in the heptathlon after 
events when the 200-metre 
started. 

After 80 metres, she pulled up, 
draped to the track in pain and 
had to be carried away on a 
stretcher. 

Leroy Burrell of U.S. suffered 
another blow in the men's 200 on 
Monday. He was badly beaten 
and eliminated from the second 
round, placing sixth in his beat 
with 2131. He stood up and 
virtually gave up running some 50 
metres from the finish when be 
realised he could not place in the 
top and get into the semifinals. 

“My calf was bothering me. It 
is hot, I am tired, I did not get 
much sleep, I was here till after 
11:00. 1 thought I was up to it, but 
today I just didn’t have any gas," 
he raid. 

Another American, Micheal 
Johnson, was the fastest runner in 
the second round with 20.05. 

The 100 metres capped another 
day of great competition in 
Tokyo. 


Sabafini has tough 
draw at U.S. Open 


NEW YORK (AP) — The No. 1 
ranking is so close to Gabriela 
Sabatini, she can smell it through 
the aroma of the perfume she is 
peddling. 

It is an elusive scent, more 
subtle than her name-brand eau 
~de toilete, but <me she can cap- 
ture with the help of a second 
straight U.S. Open tide. 

Sabatini won’t have it easy, 
though. She begins today with a 
touch of second-dass treatment, 
a champion playing her first 
match on the grandstand court 
instead of on the more prestigious 
stadium court. The honour was 
aooorded to tire two players she 
must pass to become No. 1: Steffi 
Graf and Monica Seles. 

If the snub hurt, Sabatini 
wasn’t saying. Imtead she toned 
up for her opener against Austra- 
lian Nicole Provis by beating Jen- 
nifer Capriati 6-3, 6-3 Sunday in 
an exhibition at the National Ten- 


nis Centre that meant perhaps 
more psychologically than physi- 
cally. 

Sabatini faces an extraordinari- 
ly tough draw, with Australian 
Open final i s t Jana Novotna 
looming in the fourth round, 
Capriati in the quarters and Seles 
in the semis before getting to the 
side of the draw with Graf and 
Martina Navratilova. 

The victory over Capriati may 
not have been an indication of 
things to come, but it did reaffirm 
for Sabatini her dominance over a 
player that many feel is ready at 
age 15 to challenge for a major 
championship. Sabatini won their 
first ax matches before lasing a, 
few weeks ago in the Canadian 
Open when she retired with a 
blister. 

Pete Sampras chased a dream 
in the open a year ago, then ran 
after a fortune in meaningless 
matches. 


Philippines beats Bahrain in basketball 

TOKYO (AP) — The Philippines defeated Bahrain 107-83 
Monday and advanced to the quarterfinals of the men’s Asian 
Basketball Championship. B ahrain led 49-46 at halftime in the 
group A match. It was the Philippines’ third victory against one 
defeat. China leads the group with a 4-0 record after its victory 
over tiie Philippines Sunday, and also advanced to the quarterfin- 
als. Also advancing to the quarterfinals were the top two teams in 
the three other groups — South Korea, Jordan, Taiwan. North 
Korea, Japan and Iran. In another group A match Monday, 
Kuwait beat Malaysia 93-74 to finish with a 1-3 record. Bahrain 
stood at 2-2 and Malaysia at 0-4. In Group B, Jordan beat 
Singapore 123-67 and Saudi Arabia beat Sri Lanka 118-55. South 
Korea led tile group with a 4-0 record. Jordan, Saudi Arabia and 
Singapore were tied at 2-2, but Jordan placed second by scoring 
196 points while giving up 164 points. Saudi Arabia was 181-161 
and Singapore 155-207. In Group C, Taiwan beat India 115-99 
and North Korea beat Hong Kong 81-71. Taiwan finished at 3-0, 
North Korea 2-1, Hong Kong 1-2 and India 0-3. In Group D, 
Japan ended at 3-0 Sunday, followed by Iran at 2-1, Qatar at 1-2 
and Indonesia at 0-3. 

Lendl beats Edberg at Hamlet Cup final 

COMMA CK, New York (R) — Ivan Lendl, straggling to depose 
Germany’s Boris Becker and again become the top-ranked tennis 
player, took another step Sunday by trouncing second-ranked 
.Stefan Edberg of Sweden 6-3, 6-2 in the finals of the $250,000 
Hamlet Challenge Cup. The hard -serving Czech, who fell from 
the top in a year's time, went into the match ranked fifth 
worldwide and will be back to number four when the new 
rankings are announced Monday. “It was nice to win and 
important for me to win," said Lendl after he reached a 4-1 
double service-break lead in the first set and 5-0 in the second. 
“Winning breeds winning but I must be careful going into the 
U.S. Open. One match doesn't mean my game is all the way back 
now. I mustn’t get overconfident.” Lendl had not won a 
tournament since February and underwent hand surgery in May. 

Stlch breezes past Sanchez in New York 

SCHENECTABY, New York (AP) — Wimbledon champion 
Michael Stich did not lose a set in winning the OTB International 
Tournament, finishing off Emilio Sanchez 6-2. 6-4 in the finals 
Sunday. Stich finished off third-seeded Sanchez in one hour, 10 
minutes to take the $18,300 first prize and get a last minute 
tune-up before this week’s U.S. Open. ‘To win the tournament is 
the best inspiration you can have,” said Stich, who'll face Jacco 
Eltingh of tiie Netherlands in the first round of the Open. In the 
women's final, Brenda Schultz of the Nethre lands bear Alexia 
Dechanme of France, 7-6, (7-5), 6-2. Stich, from Germany, took 
control of tiie match early, breaking Sanchez* serve in the third 
game by outplaying him at the baseline. The German broke 
Sanchez’s serve three times in the match. 

Kankkunen wins 1 9 000 Lakes Rally 

JYVASKYLA, Finland (R) — Former world champion Juba 
Kankkunen finally won his home rally with victory in the 1,000 
Lakes, giving Finland their first triumph in the event for three 
years. Kankkunen. who inherited the lead after world champion 
Carlos Sainz crashed Saturday, dosed the gap on the Spaniard in 
tiie current standings to just 20 points with a 56-second victory in 
the four-day event. “Of all the World Championship rallies I have 
won, this is number one for me,” said 1986 world champion 
Kankkunen. “I was second once and fifth twice, but at last I have 
won my home event and I am so happy." Once third-day leader 
Sainz rolled bos car and dropped to fifth, Kankkunen, in a Lancia, 
had a dear path to victory and was barely challenged by 
second-placed Didier Auriol of France.also in a factory Lauda. 
The one-two gave Lancia the lead in the Manufacturers' 
Championship from Toyota. Mitsubishi’s Timo Salonen (Finland) 
and Kenneth Eriksson (Sweden) were tirirdand fourth respective- 
ly, with Sainz, who last year became the first non-Scandinavian to 
win the event, salvaging fifth place. 

Qatar eliminates U.S. in U-17 soccer 

MONTECATTNI, Italy (AP) — Qatar eliminated the United 
States from soccer’s under-17 World Championship, winning the 
quarterfinal 5-4 on penalty kicks following a 1-1 tie. The United ' 
States, which won its three first-round games, took the lead in the 
second minute on a goal by midfielder Brian Kelly. Defender Bu 
Henda tied the score 12 minutes later. The second half was 
scoreless and so was 30 minutes of overtime, sending the game to 
penalty kicks. Mike Fisher, Nelson Vargas, Cezar Tones and 
JiiKo Guzman converted the first four kicks for the United States, 
but Shawn Bryden was stopped by Qatar goalkeeper Al Rumaihi. 
Qatar players made five consecutive kicks and advanced to a 
semifinal match Wednesday. 




FORECAST f OR TUESDAY AUGUST 27, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carroll Rightei foundation 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: De- 
lving into the school of thought 
that appeals to you the most and 
renewing a right response to the 
various lofty idea! that are yours 
will prpduce fixed gains providing 
many benefits. 

ABIES: (March 21 to April 19) See 
that you attend to whatever book- 
keeping problems yon -have and 
devise a plan whereby you can go 
forward to some new set of cir- 
cumstances appealing to you. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon warn to get out from under a 
deal you have made but by focus- 
ing you attention upon it you are 
able to gain the good wfll of an 
ally. 

GEMZNL- (May 21 to June 21) 
Your desire for dealing up that 
week requiring your attention is 
fine so waste no time at all but get 
busy and show your special ability 
to get things completed. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Now you are able to have 
a good tune as pleases yon the 
most so stop delaying and fussing 
and get' rid of boredom by agree- 
able recreations. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) This is 
your time to make sure you do 
what your family desires of you 
and to get rid of whatever is 
standing in the path of your feeling 
secure. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) You now are able to find the 


best manner in which to increase 
your daily productivity al whatever 
you have to do so lose no time bat 
get into new methods. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) Now you can find your own 
way to increase your income and to 
have more of this world's goods so 
lose no time but get at those 
common sense ways to gefrahead.' 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) This is your day to-do 
pretty much whatever you wish so 
rh»r you are able to gain the good 
wifi »nd active assistance from per- 
sonal companions. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22tD 
December 21) You can gain -esagr 
rf ft fw you need by consulting with 
those of influential position bet 
yon have to do so in private and in 
confidence now. 

CAPRICORN: (Decanter 22 to 
January 20) Your best friends have 
all kinds of goodies for yoii 
whether in pleasure or more se- 
rious outlets so listen to under- 
stand what they have to suggest- , 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) You need to be careful 
what you do of a woddly or career 
nature bur at the same time yon 
have all kinds of opportonities to 
improve your image. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Now you have it in your power 
to make that change that has 
appealed so much to you by taking 
the boll by the boras and getting 
aitw to go along with you. . • 


Good luck stone: Amethyst. 


World Rcjoursos- Daian S Co. Inc. 
Jewelers- Gerrs 


Amman' Rio D* Janeiro 
Amman- Amra Mole) 6m nroe 


THE BETTER HALE 



He's my man for all seasons — especially the 




Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
0 by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 




HE &OU&HT A 
POCKET-SIZE!? TAPE 
RECORDER BECAUSE 
HE LJKE177HIS. 

L. J 


Now arrange the circled tetters to 
form the surprise answer, as suo- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: SORRY PLUME BARIUM NINETY 

Answer That commiltee talked for hours to produce 
this— MINUTES ^ 


THE Daily Crossword w^nec.^*™, 


ACROSS 
t Fishhook 
feature 
5 Dervish 

to Gilead product 

U Winglike 

15 Carroll 
character 

16 Woodwind 

17 Descendants of 
Jacob 

19 Cozy spot 

20 Salutes 

21 Certain Arab 
kftigdoms 

23 Pace 

25 Literary 
collection 

26 Wemher — 


31 Scenic view 

36 Bibficai prophet 

38 Attention 

39 Highland 
language 

40 Biblical 
adversaries 

43 " — a bird at 
dawn" 
(Stephens) 

44 Teteoat 

45 First name in 
mystery 

46 Highly spiced 
dish 

47 Cancel 

49 Spread hay 

50 Winter 
malady 

52 Put forth ’ 

54 Drum rote 

59 Closer 

63 Footnote abbr. 

64 Boorish one " 

66 Kind of market 

67 Fountain treats 

68 Director Kazan 

69 Semester 

70 Upright 

71 Funny Foxx 

DOWN 

1 Angler's need 

2 Moreover 

3 — avis 

4 Band section 


aaaa 


61091 TrttMKM U«w S-WVIcus. Inc 
Al n^hsRMamd 

5 Red herring 

6 "The Greatest’' 

7 High fHer 
6 "The — 

Cometh' - 
9 Bemi e.a. 

10 — fide 

11 Aid a felon 

12 Forfeit 

13 NY team 
18 Ms Kett . 

22 Fray 
24 Scheme 

26 "Quo — ?" 

27 HE city 

28 Literary 
piece 

30 Eve or Bizabeth 

32 Nastase 

33 Commence.' 

34. Heading -47-Sc 

35 Was sore ■ 48 Gc 
37 Thailand once pa 
39 Aim i Landers 51 Ex 

e-S- 53 Sp 

4T Tenor . --54 Ci 

42 Heredity factor 55 Pn 


Yesterday's Panto Solved 


1 

bSI 


PinnQFi anon 

ncinran rannn 
ntnanunnonanraH 
nnrin Jlnnn OR S 

fJnaDn omnn 

ranrraran oaran 
rnmn nnn onnPiRf 

F3 R D1 Fil n n Q R rn n [7] 

nnnciEi hSHhi 
ranting nrcrqroH Rnoiiii 


-47- Source 
48 Golf baU 
positions 
51 Expire , . 
53 Spud * 
-54CW* 

55 Proficient 


•• 5e Stadium row 

• 57 He raised Cain 
•58 Aspect 

® Enrage • • 

• Cametetdaftw 
BaPetiise , 

_ 85ftenddu--.Wl 
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*s economic reforms seen 


Complexities seen difficult to resolve 


fanning boom on stock markets Government studying insurance 

S0MBATKW 1 — Two months “The stock boom is based on Others said several factors, in- Presemlw liu^a'c hiooMr nK. * Cl 


g;r - 




• BOMBATOIJ*-- Two months 

after deepjy-indebteti India tee- 
ter^ pn tl^btiiik:rf default, its 
sfeodc markets are oh an unpre- 
cedented troti ran buoyed by 
lacfcal reforms to the socialist 
economy, stock- axbiiystB said. 

: There was never any dearth of 

.«BtT€prenfinxs,’V said . merchant 
banker Vaflabh ShanshaM. "Only 
-tbef-wete?dt-iwttled up, tied 
..■«m state controls.” 

reforms, jntrodudng a 
freer trade repne, a new indust- 
. riaL pq^iauned- at attracting 
' foreign investment and an austere 
budget, have' injected euphoria 
into the marketplace, be said. 

.The 30 : sliaie Lades of the Bont- 
bay . Stock . Exchange, the largest, 
of India's 19 bourses, broke the 
l.SpD barrier to dose at an all- 
time high or 1,802.81 Friday from 
1^27.07 a week ago, 1,449.31 a 
(Booth bade and 1,152.27 a year 

ago 

The 100-siock National Index, 
comprising five major exchanges, 
also dosed at a record peak of 
86ft90 Rridav,- op from 825.73 
bst ’week t :7D1.44 a month' back 
and 593.15 a y ear ago. 


“The stock boom is based on 
anticipation,” said Manohar 
Pberwam, former head of the 
Unit Trust of India, the county's 
biggest investment institution. 
. The trust manages India funds 
listed pn the New York and Lon- 
don stock exchanges. 

He said the bulls were un- 
leashed by expectations of new 
share issues that were held up by 
general elections in May and by 
an economic crisis that forced 
Tndja to pledge its official gold 
reserves as collateral to raise new 
loans. _ 

‘‘There’s a lot of money float- 
ing around and right now it*s ail 
going into the secondary mar- 
ket/’ broker Dinesh Velji said. 
“There’s a scarcity of blue chips.” 

But sceptics say the boom is 
teafly a bobble. 

“It (.he boom) is not fun- 
damentally supported,” said fund 
manager G.M. Anwar. 

“Comparaes are not doing well 
in die current year because of a 
credit squeeze and the high cost 
of finance. Wait for the half-year 
remits, it’s going to be very bad,” 
be pointed out. 


Others said several factors, in- 
cluding hopes for new ‘foreign 
investment, were boosting senti- 
ment anyway. 

“India is a functioning demo- 
cracy with large domestic de- 
mand, a vibrant capital market, 
abundant raw materials, cheap 
labour and a pool of skilled man- 
agers,” Mr. Pberwani said. 

“As a matter of risk diversifica- 
tion, India is the best place for 
(export-oriented), foreign invest- 
ment,” said Mr. BfaanshaJi. “Ex- 
ports now constitute only nine 
per cent of our gross national 
product.” 

Exports have become a focal 
point for the stock market be- 
cause export profits are not 
taxed, broker Rasesh Maniar 
said. Two quick devaluations of 
die rupee by nearly 19 per cent in 
early July are expected to push 
exports. 

Mr. Bhansbali said a plan io 
scrap asset limits under the new 
industrial policy will make mer- 
gers and acquisitions easier, en- 
hancing the size of Indian com- 
panies to world standards. 


Presently, India's biggest pri- 
vate company, Tata Iron and 
Steel Co. Ltd., has capital of only 
2.3 billion rupees ($90 million) 
and an annual turnover of about 
25 billion rupees. 

A new bonds market was also 
planned, Mr. Pherwani said. Cal- 
led the National Stock Exchange, 
it will cater to debt instruments. 

“In most countries, the bonds 
market is larger than stock mar- 
kets. Our plan is to link 40 cities 
in India to develop a market for 
this,” he said. Details had yet to 
be worked out. 

Prime Minister Narasimha 
Rao's economic reforms are in 
line with conditions set by the 
International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) to baD India out of its 
economic mess, analysts said. 

A multi-billion dollar loan cur- 
rently being negotiated by the 
government with the IMF is ex- 
pected to be granted later this 
year. India is also asking its aid 
donors for another $6 billion. 

“The impact of change is really 
visible,” Mr. Pherwani said. “In- 
dia is being watched, studied with 
respect.” 


Brazil wants radical reform Pakistan 
to stave off bankruptcy, inflation will not 

RJODE JANEIRO (R) — Bra- monthly inflation nears 20 per Brasileiro S.A. (Petrobras), or 

aTs government, desperate to cent, speculation about a new reopen oil exploration in Brazil to WSw«iliA6 


RJO DE JANEIRO <R) — Bra- 
zil's government, desperate to 
stave off bankruptcy and runaway 
inflation, bas : proposed radical 
c^pstitation# reforms to., cut 
spending, -raise taxes and woo 
investifieat;' . 

•' The changes, detailed by Eco- 
nomy Minister Mardiio Marques 
Moreira last week, would scrap 
public employees’* tifetira job 
gnaramees, smash the monopoly 
ofthe state telephone holding 
omany, Tetebras, and cut state 


recommendations in- 
dx^ie powers to curb tax evasion, 
iiihr'cnd to constitutionaUy- 

■ mandated funding tor education 
- Esd the suspension of a widely- 
. ignored clause that limits real 

■ interest rate&rtol2 per cent a 

»»e*. 

~Tbe preposed changes to the 
19SS constitution — criticised af- 
ter its. adoption for pandering to 
speoaTi&lerest groups wcrijjd 
heed . a. thre^fifths majority of 
both houses of Brazil’s congress 
for a ppflomd? ' • _■ 

The govejrranent of President 
Fernando CoflordeMeUo &d not 
set a date forfoimally presenting 
the amendments; ; saying it 
wanted po&aoans, views’ first. 

Mr. Moreira sad c o nstituti onal 
change was the only alternative to 
soother economic shock package. 
Brazil ^ suffered five drastic 
economic reform programmes in 
as many yean, ink none has 
socoeededJo towering inflation 
perinanentiy;. 

Independcntreseards institutes 
e st i Tn a ted jQly inflation at 13 per 
cent tmd s&y A^gtist price rises 
are likely fo be busier stilL When 


monthly inflation nears 20 per 
cent, speculation about a new 
economic shock package and Mr. 
Moreira ’s dismissal grows. 

Economists said one of the 
. prime causes of high inflation in 
Brazil is the large pudge t deficit 
run by both the federal and the 
state governments. 

Central bank president, Fran- 
cisco Gros, has predicted an 
“operational” federal budget de- 
ficit of 2.5 per cent in 1991. but 
economists said if European or 
U.S. criteria for assessing the 
deficit were applied, it would be a 
doable-digit figure. 

State governments tend to be 
more spendthrift and federal 
officials have repeatedly blamed 
their wasteful ways for helping to 
undermine Mr. Conor's drive for 
national austerity and balanced 
books. 

In an effort to win the support 
of ' the 27 powerful state gov- 
ernors, the federal government 
-ottered to take responsibility for 
the $S1 billion that the states owe 
-*but_cai*not pay. But the states win 
have to surrender the right to 
issue bonds — - one of their main 
sources of finance. 

Western diplomats welcomed 
the proposals, but cautioned that 
congressional and state opposi- 
tion was likely to make it hard for 
Mr. CoUor to get the package 
passed. 

“There’s a lot of good stuff in 
there, but it looks awfully ambt-, 
tious,” one diplomat said. “I’m 
not sure how this sort of thing 
would get through congress." 

The reform proposals made no 
mention of any plan to privatise 
the state oil monopoly. Petroleo 


— " Margin .traders and arbitrageurs sold to close 

pomtKraS^femging the Nikkei share average below 22,000 for the 
first time in four trading days. The Nikkei dosed down 473.07 
points. aL 21 ,592. 27. . .■ 

FRANKFURT : — Stares returned to the levels seen on Aug. 16, 
flie tTOtmg day before the crisis in the Soviet Union broke 
out .TieJfet Index, ended 26.95 points higher at L. 654 - 19- 
ZtJRICS^SIares ended a quiet session slightly firmer but beiow 
:the day’s, high as the market returned to normal after last week's 
yrtatflehading. The All-Share SP1 Index dosed 2.7 points higher 
at.linCS?' : ‘ " - 

TAMS«- 7 ~The CAC-40 index finished at an 10-week dosing high. 

9 per cent at 1.853.38. Volume of some L69 
French investors venturing back into the 
summer holidays draw to a dose. _ 

The market was dosed for a one-day national 
Friday, the FTSE Index ended at a new dosing high. 

Blue diips dung to a firm tone at late morning 
tkeJJroad market came under mild pressure amid some 
^wso&fetiod of last week’s gains. At 1534 GMT, the Dow was 


Brasileiro S.A. (Petrobras), or 
reopen oil exploration in Brazil to 
foreign companies — something 
banned by the- 1988 constitution. 

Unemployment 
in Poland 
tops 1.5m 

WARSAW (R) — Unemploy- 
ment in Poland topped 1.5 mil- 
lion or 8.4 per cent of the work- 
force after the highest-ever 
monthly jump in June, the main 
statistical office (GUS) has said. 

GUS said 139.600 new jobless 
were registered in June, raising 
the total figure to 1.574,200. 

The increase was twice as high 
as in any other month this year, 
indicating the Solidarity govern- 
ment’s tight monetary policies 
have finally started hitting bard 
18 months after being introduced. 

France to lend 
Egyptian steel 
project $23m 

CAIRO (R) — France will back a 
project for a steel-rolling plant in 
Egypt with a 140 million French 
franc ($23 million) soft loan, the 
Middle East News Agency 
(MENA) has reported. 

The plant, at HeiWan near 
Cairo, will cost $75 million and is 
designed to meet local needs with 
an annual capacity of 800,000 
tonnes. The Egyptian govern- 
ment will fund the balance of the 
project. 

The terms of Ac loan were not 
disclosed. Work will begin in 
September and last for two years. 
MENA said. 


rape© 

KARACHI (R) — Pakistan’s 
economy is in good health with 
foreign currency reserves rising 
and inflation falling. Finance 
Minister Sartaj Aziz has said. 

“The foreign exchange re- 
serves have risen by 400 million 
dollars,” Mr. Aziz told reporters. 

He said a government decision 
early this year allowing Pakistanis 
to open foreign currency bank 
accounts at home had helped 
produce the rise in reserves. 

According to official figures 
foreign exchange reserves rose to 
$505 million in July from $491 
million in June and $162 million 
in March. 

The inflation rate will be 
brought down to 8.0 per cent 
during the 1991-92 (July/June) 
financial year from 12.63 per cent 
last year, Mr. Aziz said, adding: 
“We will contain the inflation 
rate to a single digit." 

He said exports were rising and 
there was no need to devalue the 
Pakistani rupee. 

A committee which studied the 
impact of the Indian rupee’s de- 
valuation in July concluded that 
exports were satisfactory and Mr. 
Aziz said the devaluation had not 
affected Pakistan’s exports. 

Exporters have sought a lower 
rupee rate after the Indian move, 
which they say might affect Pakis- 
tan’s exports of cotton yarn, tex- 
tiles, garments and leather goods. 

Mr. Aziz said budget estimates 
for the current year were con- 
stantly under review and govern- 
ment revenue was 35 per cent 
higher in July than in previous 
months. 


ALCAZAR HOTEL, AQABA 

SPECIAL OFFER FOR SUMMER 

EXCURSIONS TO PETRA, WADI RUM.GLASS BOTTOM 
BOAT TRIPS, 

SNORKELLING UNLIMITED DIVING. 
INTERNATIONALLY 
RECOGNIZED DIVING COURSES 
ALL THIS AND MUCH MORE — AVAILABLE IN EASY 
INSTALLMENTS 

ENJOY NOW PAY LATER 

FOR MORE DETAILS, CONTACT TEL : 03 314131 

.. FAX: 03314133 


schemes to cover Jordan farmers 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government is 
studying proposals to introduce 
insurance schemes for fanners in 
the Kingdom and final plans and 
details are expected to be worked 
out before the end of this year, a 
senior official said Monday. 

“It is a complex issue and we 
• are scrutinising two studies pre- 
pared on the subject." said Agri- 
culture Secretary General Sami 
Sunna. “We hope to finalise the 
scheme before the end ot the 
year,” he said. 

According to experts in agricul- 
ture, crop insurance is cne of the 
most complicated forms of insur- 
ance even in some of the most 
advanced countries, where all 
sciaerific data and geographical 
details are readily available along 
with mostly accurate projections 
of climatic changes and environ- 
mental features. 

“Crop insurance is something 
that has been talked about in 
Jordan for the past 10 or 15 
years,” noted an agriculture ex- 
pert working with an internation- 
al agency. “As far as I know no 
other country in tbs region has 
introduced the scheme, if only 
because of the complexities in- 
volved,” he said. 

According to Dr. Sunna. the 
proposals under study in Jordan 
envisage several categories of far- 
mers in line with the nature of the 
risks involved. 

However, he added, the major 
responsibility lies with the far- 
mers. who. by ail counts, have to 
revamp and present then projects 
in a manner conducive to orga- 
nised insurance acceptable under 
a certain level of standards. 

The insurance schemes will be 
mostly available to dry land far- 
mers who “run high risks in terms 
of unexpected events” but will 
not cover damages incurred 
through water shortages. Dr. 
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Threat of frost and other natural calamities highlight need for 
urgent solution to rescue fanners from accumulating more 
fi n a nci al losses before the start of the winter season (File photo). 


Sunna told the Jordan Times. 

The risk in poultry fanning or 
raising cattle is limited and' the 
owners of such project have to 
make their own insurance 
arrangements. 

The government will contri- 
bute a part of the costs involved 
in the scheme for dry land far- 
mers. but the projects should 
have a certain set of prerequisites 
for qualification. Dr. Sunna said. 

“The farmers have to organise 
themselves and set up projects 
using modern methods and tech- 
nology,” he said. He did not give 
details. 

Insurance sources said the 
proposals, which date back at 
least two years when concerns 
rose after crops in the Jordan 
Valley were an almost write-off 
as a result of a severe frost.- 
involve total coverage against 
damages resulting from crop fai- 
lure or weather but only to those 
who adopt every logical precau- 
tion to protect themselves. 

According to Sami Gammo . 
director-general of Middle East 
Insurance Company, there are 
existing proposals which are li- 


Tel: 677420 


Cinema 


Tel: 634144 


CONCORD 


A Rlipino-maid is required for a small family. 
Tel.: 829617 


SSRESS-BSASSEBB WANTS© 

A professional dress-maker wanted (a seamstress). 

If Interested call « 605708 » 


FURN0SHED APAMSEKT FDR BENT 

Three bedrooms, three bathrooms, including central 
heating and telephone. 

Location: Sweifieh. 

for more Information please call Wafa at 825509 
between: 9:00 ajn.-1V.0G a.m. and 8:00 p.m.-10-.OO p.m. 


FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT ' 

Located at Tlaa AI AJi. Consists of two floors, the first includes 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms and the ground floor a salon, 
dining and sitting rooms, kitchen and bathroom with a beautiful 
garden, central heating and telephone. 

The lease should last for at least one year. 

Call tel: 828979 (no middlemen please). 


FUR RENT 

Amerisan-Style Villa, 
Ffeamisfised ©r IlnfsiTssisiBed 

Consists of 4 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, deluxe finishing. 
Located at Tlaa AI Ali. opposite Trans-Orient Housing Estate. 
Annual rent (unfurnished) JD 8.500. 

Annual rent (furnished) JD 16.000 

Tenant can move in two days. Inspection of villa between 5 and 7 
p.m. today. 

Noticed Mercedes 200 car 1982 with ail accessories is for 
sale. 

For more Information, call tel. 828766-833808- Amman. 


mired to "big time” farms since 
they are better organised. 

But the problem lies with small 
farmers who cannot afford to 
organise themselves and fulfil the 
parameters which make them 
eligible for insurance. 

"This is where the government 
has to play a key role,” said Mr. 
Gammo. “The govenment bas to 
help the small farmers to upgrade 
and modernise their projects to 
meet the basic requirements for 
insurance,” he said. 

Farmers have to provide com- 
plete details of the projects, in- 
cluding some scientific data 
beyond the reach of the layman, 
before they can qualify for insur- 
ance. 

Crop patterns, geographical 
history of the area and the nature 
of technology applied in the pro- 
ject, climatic features and water 
availability as well as harvest 
projections are expected to be 


some of the details expected to be 
requested from the fanners by 
the insurance companies. 

"Obviously, the rate of iusur? 
ance premiums will be on the 
higher side and this is also an area 
where the govenment has to help 
the small farmers.” Mr. Gammo 
said. 

Jordan Valley farmers say that 
the very fact that damages result- 
ing from water shortages or bad 
quality water supplied by the 
government are not covered does 
not give them much encourage- 
ment to rally behind the scheme 
in the pipeline. 

Polluted water supplied from 
the King Talal Dam is cited by 
many experts as the main reason 
for large damages suffered by 
Jordan Valley fanners this year.. 
Estimates of 'loss range between 
JD 40 million and JD 60 million. 

In addition to the loss, fanners 
say, the infusion of polluted wa- 
ter has also led to contamination 
of the soil, rendering many farm- 
lands useless for any cultivation 
for at least this year. 

The government this week 
launched a programme to offer 
partial compensation to Jordan 
Valley fanners who suffered from 
crop damages as a result of the 
water pollution. 

“But such compensation is only 
a drop in the bucket when con- 
sidering our original invest- 
ments,” said a leading member of 
the farmer’s community in the 
Jordan Valley. 

■ In any event, “we are keeping' 
an open mind (on the new insur- 
ance scheme).” he said. “We 
have to see what the government' 
has and can offer us in terms of 
protection against possible future 
losses." 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARmEBSF 
FOR YEARLY RENT 

Consists of three bedrooms, one master, 3 bath- 
rooms, L-shaped salon with marble floor and maid’s 
room. 

For more information call 668080 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

First floor consists of 3 bedrooms, salon-dining and sitting 
rooms, glassed in veranda, two bathrooms with central heating 
and telephone. The building has a lift and an intercom. 
Location: West Shmeisani. 

Please call tel.: 682302 


, DUTY UNPAID CAR 

FOR SALE 

Volvo 740 model 1988, colour dark grey. 

Closing date to present closed bids is September 1 , 1991 

For further Information: Tel 669177 


FOR RENT 

A ground floor of a semi-attached villa in a nice residential 
area in west Amman. Two bedrooms, central heating. 
Furnished or unfurnished. 

For more information call (837357) 

2-6 In the afternoon. 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS CENT1SS 

*£BC provides you with a first class office facility 
and professional staff, with your choice of 
options: 

☆ From single to full suites 

# Flexible lease terms 

# Full or part-time plans 

☆ A complete range of services 

Tel.: 693997/8 Fax.: 694187 


BODY ROCK 


r. .3:30. &15. 10:30 


9% WEEKS 


weiiS, 830 


SCHOOL SPIRIT 


. Tel : 67557 



Show: 1230. 3:30. &15. 8:30. Kk30 p.ffl. 


FAST FOR WORD 


Show: 3:30, <L30, 8:30 p.m. 




The National Music Conservatory/ 
Noor AI Hussein Foundation 
presents 

Violin Due Sarch and Pianist Huda Shaban, 

The National Music Conservatory Siring Orchestra, 
and The Symphony Orchestra of the Jordan Armed Forces 

in 

VIOLIN AND ORCHESTRA CONCERT 

Thursday August 29, 1991 at 8:00 p.m. 

AI H assail Bib Talal Auditorium - University of Jordan 

Tickets In JD 4 each are available at: 

* The Royal Cultural Centre, tel. 661026 

* Bablche, teL 661322 

☆ American Cultural Centre, tel. 644371 

☆ The National Music Conservatory, tel. 687620 
or 667621 

Tickets for students are for JD 2 each. / 


$$$ JD 100 REWARD 

For the return of my dog: 

Description: 

Name: PEPPER 
Breed: Miniature Schnauzer 
Sex: Female 

Colour: Salt and Pepper (Dark Gray and White) 

White hair on chest 
White hair on all legs 
Short Tall about 8 ems long 
Weight: 10 kilos (approximate) 

Height: 32 ems (approximate) 

Age: 6 years old 

Note: The breed of Miniature Schnauzer has a large growth of 
hair under their chin which is known as and in appear- 
ance looks like a “beard." 

PEPPER was last seen in the Green Valley Shopping Centre 
Thursday (Aug. 23) night at 8:30 p.m. 

If you have Information leading to the location of this 
dog please call 829067 (English) or 644371 (Arabic) 

$$$ JD 100 REWARD 
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Baltics await foreign recognition 


as independent states once again 


VILNIUS, USSR (Agencies) — 
A half-century after being 
absorbed into the Soviet Union, 
the Baltic republics are poised for 
recognition by the West as inde- 
pendent states once again. 

Argentina announced Sunday 
that it was recognising the inde- 
pendence of Lithuania, Latvia 
and Estonia. Japan said Monday 
that it plans to recognise the 
three. 

Lithuanian President Vytautas 
Lands be rgis said a French envoy 
was expected in Vilnius, the 
capital. Monday to re-establish 
diplomatic relations, and Latvian 
officials said a Danish ambassa- 
dor was to arrive. 

Lithuanian officials also said 
that they would begin taking con- 
trol of border points beginning 
Monday. A crucial session of the 
Soviet Union's national parlia- 
ment, the Supreme Soviet, was 
scheduled in Moscow and Baltic 
officials expected their independ- 
ence to come up. 

The failed coup by Kremlin 
hardliners against Soviet Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev pushed 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia — 
three small republics in the north- 
west comer of the Soviet Union 
— to intensify their drives for 
independence. 

Lithuania declared itself inde- 
pendent almosr a year and a half 
ago, and since then has been 
engaged in a bitter dispute with 
Moscow. Latvia and Estonia 
hedged on independence, but 
finally declared in the past week. 

In the wake of the coup's fai- 
lure. Mr. Gorbachev appears 
ready to let the republics go, and 
on Sunday several Western gov- 
ernments said they would recog- 
nise the three. 

Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
were independent between 
World War I and World War II. 
but they were absorbed by the 
Soviet Union under a secret 
agreement with Nazi Germany on 
the eve of the second war that 
divided Eastern Europe into 
spheres of influence. 

Countries such as the United 
States and France never recog- 
nised Soviet authority over them. 
But they also had hung back from 
establishing relations with 
Lithuania after it declared its 
independence. 

“Japan, taking into considera- 
tion the circumstances under 
which the three Baltic countries 


were incorporated into the Soviet 
Union, supports peaceful inde- 
pendence" for Latvia, Lithuania 
and Estonia, chief government 
spokesman Misoji Sakamoto said 
in a statement Monday in Tokyo. 

A Foreign Ministry official, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Japan plans to extend 
them diplomatic recognition bat 
has yet to decide on a timetable. 

Norway and Denmark 
announced they were establishing 
relations with the three republics. 
Sweden and Finland said they 
were planning to establish rela- 
tions. Iceland, which recognised 
Lithuanian independence in 
January, was discussing setting 
up ties with the other two Baltic 
states. 

The European Community was 
sending a delegation to the Bal- 
tics Monday to discuss recogni- 
tion. Belgium said it will follow 
the EC lead. 

“France is ready to establish 
relations with the three Baltic 
states" and hopes the entire 
European Community will follow 
suit. Foreign Minister Roland 
. Dumas said on the French televi- 
sion netwTok TF1 

Mr- Dumas said Paris would 
favour establishing relations in a 
joint action with the other EC 
members. 

U.S- Secretary of Defence 
Dick Cheney said that Washing- 
ton's diplomatic recognition of 
Baltic independence will take 
place in “a relatively short period 
of time.’ , 

“I think that is basically a 
question of formality at this 
point," he said on the U.S. televi- 
sion network NBC. 

“There are stfll a number of 
mechanical problems that need to 
be sorted out, but I think it’s just a 
matter of time," Mr. Cheney 
said. 

German Foreign Minister 
Hans-Dietrich Genscher Sunday 
invited his Baltic counterparts to 
come to Bonn as early as Tuesday 
to discuss diplomatic recognition 
if the Baltic states gain independ- 
ence from the Soviet Union. 

Britain's Prime Minister John 
Major said Sunday that Foreign 
Office Minister Douglas Hogg 
will travel to the Baltic states in 
the next few days for meeting 
with their leaders. 

Mr. Landsbergis appealed to 
the Soviet parliament Sunday to 
annul- what he said was the final 



document formalising the Soviet 
seizure of the three Baltic repub- 
lics. 

Mr. Landsbergis said a 1940- 
agreement between Stalin's 
Soviet Union and Hitler’s Nazi 
Germany was the final document 
tying Vilnius to Moscow rule. But 
be stressed such an annulment 
was a formality. 

“We are free. It's a formal 
question only, but it would then 
be completely resolved. It would 
be easier for us," Mr. Landsber- 
gis told journalists. 

Mr. Gorbachev’s spokesman, 
Vitaly Ignatenko, told Cable 
News Network in Moscow Sun- 
day that “there is no one today to 
prevent the national republics to 
choose their own road*’ within 
the framework of the constitution 
an the law. 

"We are on the eve of major 
shifts in the situation in the Baltic 
states, but everything will pro- 
ceed with the putkzpatkm. of the 
president," Mr. Gorbachev, said 
Mr. Ignatenko. 

Poland is ready to establish 
diplomatic relations with 
Lithuania, Latvia and Estonia, 
Foreign Minister Krzysztof Sku- 
biszewski said Monday. 

‘Taking into account recent 
declarations by Lithuania. Latvia 
and Estonia concerning their in- 
dependence, the Polish govern- 
ment expresses its readiness to 
establish normal inter-state rela- 
tions with these republics,'’ Mr. 


Skubiszewski said after an 
emergency meeting of Poland's 
inner cabinet. 

In Wellington, Prime Minister 
Jim Boiger said Monday New 
Zealand is ready to recognise the 
independence of the three Baltic 
states from the Soviet Union. 
Wellington recognised and dealt 
with countries after they bad 
established sovereignty, he told a 
news conference. 


’The events of recent days 
have dearly speeded up the re- 
turn to sovereignty of the Baltic 
States. We will certainly deal with 
them directly when that 
sovereignty has been estab- 
lished,” he said. 

“With the speed that events are 
moving in that part of the world, I 
would expect it quite soon." 


While most Western govern- 
ments kept their fears to them- 
selves, an adviser to European 
Commission President Jacques 
Delon said a breakup of the 
Soviet Union, with more than 100 
nationalities and ethnic groups, 
could make the undeclared civil 
war in Yugoslavia look “tike a 
vicarage tea-party." 

China, which crushed its own 
pro-democracy movement in 
1989, signalled alarm that a 
Soviet breakup could spread un- 
rest across its border, issuing a 
veiled warning to its restive Mus- 
lim minority in remote Xinjiang 
province. 


Chinese 


president 
arrives in 


Mongolia 


ULAN BATOR, Mongolia (R) 
— China's hardline President 
Yang Shangkun arrived in Mon- 
golia's capita] Monday as city 
employees worked feverishly to 
dean up the detritus of a huge 
anti-Communist protest the night 
before. 

Mr. Yang, on the first offidal 
visit to Mongolia by a Chinese 
leader in more than 40 years, was 
greeted at the airport by Mongo- 
Ban President Punsalmagiya 
Ochirbat and other offidals. 

“I am very happy to come to 
the beautiful People's Republic* 
of Mongolia on an offidal and 
friendly visit.” Mr. Yang said in a, 
.speech distributed to journalists. 

Bright Chinese and Mongolian 
Bags decorated the capital, Ulan 
Bator. But in the dty centre, 
workers were scrapping yellow 
paint off a. statue of Lenin that 
was trageted by thousands of 
protesters in a large anti- 
Communist demonstration Sun- 
day. 

The protest, sparked by news 
of the rapid collapse of commun- 
ism in the Soviet Union, was 
organised by the country’s fledgl- 
ing democratic parties to demand 
that Mongolia’s ruling Commun- 
ist Party step down. 

Mr. Yang began his three-day 
visit as China and Mongolia tried 
to come to grips with the new 

tuation in Moscow, which re- 
leased its iron political grip over 
Mongolia only last year. 

Following the lead of. Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev, 
Mongolia held its first free elec- 
tions. Now pledged to pluralism, 
the Communists were returned — 
but now share power with a num- 
ber of emerging new democratic 
political parties. 

China's Communist Party, by 
contrast,,- solved its problem with 
pro-democracy protests by send- 
ing troops and tanks to crush 
demonstrators in Peking's 
Tiananmen Square on June 4, 
1989. . . 

Mongolia is taming to China to 
help revive its shattered eco- 
nomy, which is reeling from the 
withdrawal of Soviet aid. During 
his visit, Mr Yang is expected to 
hand Mongolia a major new cre- 
dit deal from Peking involving 
both a loan and forgiveness of 
some earlier debts. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


7 killed in S. African violence 


CAPE TOWN (R) — Seven people, died in South African political 
dashes mainly around Johannesburg and Cape Town Sunday, 
police reported Monday. A black gunman and a soldier were 
killed in a shootout in the Mandela Park shanty settlement west of 
Johannesburg and two other black men were found shot to death 
in the same area. In White City district of Soweto, near 
Johannesburg, a mob stabbed and stinted a man to death in an 
inddent which police said was politically motivated. Other fetal 
attacks occurred in Cape Town, where a man was burned to death 
in a hot, and near the Indian Ocean town of Port Shepstone, where 
a man was stabbed to death. More than 2,000 people have died in 
political violence over the past year, but the level of killings has 
dropped since rival groups joined church -sponsored peace talks. 
The government, the African National Congress and the I nl atfe 
Freedom Party are expected to sign a peace accord mi Sept. 14 to 
limit the carrying of dangerous weapons and to impose a code of 
conduct for police and political pasties. 


Papandreou’s corruption trial resumes 


ATHENS (R) — The trial of former Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou^ charged in connection with a $200 mOfion 
bank embezzlement scandal, resumed Monday after a two-week 
summer recess. Prime minister from 1981 to 1989, Mr. Papan- 
dreou and four of his former ntimsters were charged in September 
1989 by the Greek parliament with accepting mfitions m bribes, a 
major factor in the Socialist election defeat in June 1989. The case 
against Mr. Papandreou rests largely on the testimony of former 
banker George Koskotas, who has told the court he was forced to 
bribe Mr. Papandreou with money he stole from tire Bank of 
Crete which be formerly owned. The highly-publicised trial 
started in March and is expected to end in November. If convicted 
Mr. Papandreou could face a life term in jail. 


Sri Lankan policemen’s remains found 


COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP) — Government troops have 
unearthed two mass graves containing the remains of 20 police- 
men believed to have been abducted by Tamil rebels last year, 
police said Monday. “The bodies were only .skeletons and all bad 
their hands bound behind their backs,” a police inspector said. He 
said the skeletons, draped in police uniforms, were found over the 
weekend in a cemetery in Kalawanchikudi town in the eastern 
district of Batticaloa. The inspector spoke on the condition of 
anonymity by telephone from Kalawanchikudi, 220 kilometres 
east of the capital of Colombo. The victims are said to be among 
the more 800 policemen kidnapped by the Tamil Tigers in June 
1990 when they raided several police stations. The raids broke a 
13-month ceasefire and reignited the war for Tamil independence 
that began in 1983. More than 8,000 people have been killed In 
the insurrection during the last 14 months. 


Greek Communists are In crisis 


IkTHENS (R) — Greek Communists have come under heavy fire 
from reformers and the press for supporting the failed Soviet 
coup, a move described as political suicide for the country's third 
biggest party. As most of the world condemned die hardliners* 
coup against Mflcbafl Gorbachev last week, the Greek Communist 
Party (KKE) hailed it as “a positive step toward revitalising 
socialism." Reformers who left KKE this year condemned their 
former leaders and journalists at the offidal party paper Rizospas- 
tis asked for the Central committee’s resignation. KKE stood its 
ground even after the coup failed, firing Rizospastis’ editor-in- 
chief and threatening to dismiss another 61 journalists who 
denounced part y poli cy. “After the recent events it is common 
knowledge that KKE hart itself seriously... its leadership is now 
also being attacked from within,’’ political analyst Angelos 
Stangos said in an editorial in the conservative daily Kathimerini. 


Captive 
Gorbachev 
recorded tape 
condemning 
coup 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet televi- 
sion has shown a video tape made 
by President Mikhail Gorbachev 
during his captivity last week to 
persuade the world to reject the 
coup against him. 

The dramatic black-and-white 
tape, shown Sunday evening, was 
made on a home video camera by 
Mr. Gorbachev and his son-in- 
law Anatoly in the dead of night 
at their summer ! jme in the 
Crimea, where they were held for 
72 hours. 


Mr. Gorbachev, facing the 
camera in a housecoat and shirt, 
denounced as bars, the plotters 
who seized power last Monday. 

He denied claims by his Vice- 
President Gennady Yanayev, 
head of the Emergency Commit- 
tee of hardline Communists be- 
hind the coup, that he bad been 
incapacitated by ill-heaJtfa. 

“Everything that has been said 
by Comrade Yanayev and id the 
statement by this committee is a 
brazen lie. A state crime has been 
committed," he said in a calm but 
strained voice. 


| Coup failed 
when KGB 
refused 
to storm 
Russian 
parliament 


MOSCOW (AP) — One by one, 
20 KGB commanders refused to 
storm the Russian Parliament 
building in what may have been 
the turning point in last week’s 
coup against President Mikhail 
Gorbachev, Boris Yeltsin has 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin said in an interview 
with Russian television that com- 
mander of tiie KGB’s elite, anti- 
terrorist Alpha Group resisted 
intense pressnre. including 
“threats of court-martial, execu- 
tion, etc.” by their superiors. 

The parliament building was 
the focal point of the opposition 
daring the coup and was sur- 
rounded by tens of thousands of 
Muscovites for three days to stave 
off an attack. 


“It was a complete surprise to 
all the KGB leadership” when 
the commanders refused to storm 
the 19-stoiy structure last Tues- 
day night mid Wednesday morn- 
ing, Mr. Yeltsin said. 

“About 20 commanders were 
invited and bullied, one by one. 
Not one of them agreed,” he 
said. “Then all were gathered in a 
gym, but they said no, and once 
again no.” 


Mr. Yeltsin said the comman- 
ders should be considered saviours 
of “Russia, the Soviet Union and 
the world.” 

He said the Alpha Group — 
armed with grenade-launchers, 
anti-tank missiles and other 
powerful weapons — originally 
was ordered to "disperse” the 
people in front of the building 
and break inside last Tuesday 
night at 6 p.m. 


Because the commanders 
balked, the time for the attack 
was postponed until 8 p.m., then 
10 p.m., then 1 a.m. Wednesday, 
then 3 a.m., according to the 
Russian president. 

When dawn broke Wednesday 
and the building had not been 
taken, the coup quickly fell 
apart. Mr. Gorbachev regained 
control of the country Wednes- 
day afternoon after two and a half 
days under house arrest in the 
Crimea. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he learned of the 
plans to storm the building from 
both defectors and documents. 

The KGB troops were sup- 
posed “to deliver crushing blows 
from all sides on the first floor, 
shoot everything, all that was 
alive, doors, windows, every- 
thing, break into the building 
through them ... then penetrate 
into the president’s offices and 
capture the president,” Mr. Yelt- 
sin said, referring to himself. 

If there was any possibility that 
Mr. Yeltsin might escape, the 
troops were under orders to shoot 
him, he said. 

In addition, they were given a 
list of 11 other people to capture 
or “preferably to shoot” during 
the storming. 

■■Mr. Yeltsin described the 
eight-member committee that ran 
the coup as “a fascist junta” that 
“would have destroyed thousands 
of people without a tremour.” 

But he said the committee had 
broad support within the upper 
levels of the Soviet government 
and Communist Party, and he 
called for a thorough investiga- 
tion to determine who may have 
been behind the committee. 

All of the coup leaders have 
been arrested except Boris Pugo, 
the former interior minister, who 
died last week in a possible 
suicide. 

Meanwhile a Soviet soldier said 
Sunday that his tank unit had no 
plans to storm the Russian parlia- 
ment building. 


Battle rages after Croats 
attack army positions 


BELGRADE (R) — A fierce 
battle raged in eastern Croatia 
Monday after Croatian forces 
attacked Yugoslav army positions 
in retaliation for a weekend of 
heavy assaults by the army and 
Serb guerrillas. 

Croatian National Guardsmen 
and police attacked an army bar- 
racks with mortar and 
machmegun fire in the town of 
Vukovar in the breakaway repub- 
lic’s eastern Slavonia region Sun- 
day night, the Yugoslav News 
Agency. Tanjug, said. 

Croatian Deputy Defence 
Minister Milan Brezak told re- 
porters in Zagreb that guardsmen 
and police destroyed nine army 
tanks in the battle as it continued 
Monday with the army again 
bombarding Vukovar, a town of 
50,000 people. 

Croatian forces also fired 
machmeguns at army positions on 
the River Mali Strug south of 
Okucani in western Slavonia,, 
which became a major new bat- 
tlezone in the bloody Serb-Croat 
conflict a week ago, Tanjug said. 
The army defended itself against 
the attacks by firing artillery. 

The army is supposed to keep 
apart the belligerents in Yugosla- 
via’s second- largest republic, 
wfyexe Serb guerrillas have been 
‘fighting for control of Serb- 
populated areas since Croatia de- 
clared independence on June 25. 

But over the past week the 
army has become deeply 
embroiled by openly fighting on 
the Serbian side. Its planes rock- 
eted and strafed several towns 
and villages and it bombarded 
Vukovar from the land, air and 
the River Danube throughout the 
weekend. 

“The army is now taking the 
initiative in the fighting,” Mr. 
Brezak said, adding that pre- 
viously only the Serbian guerrillas 
had been in the frontline. 

Mr. Brezak said dashes also 
erupted in Kijevo, in the west 
Croatian region of Karjioa, 
where Serbs have declared auton- 


omy. 

Mr. Brezak said 29 Croatian 
militia and 40 civilians had been 
killed and 5,000 grenades 
originating from army stocks had 
been used against Croatian forces 


the increasingly ineffectual 
Yugoslav federal presidency 
ordered a ceasefire on Aug. 7. 

In the past few days the army 
had also started sending lone 
assassins into Croatian stron- 
gholds, Mr. Brezak said. 

A member of the federal com- 
mission set up to monitor the 
ceasefire, its spokesman Irfan 
Ajanovic, announced his resigna- 
tion Monday, describing the task 
as impossible. 

Mr. Ajanovic, deputy speaker 
of Yugoslavia’s parliament, said 
he was quitting because “it is 
impossible to carry out the deci- 
sion of the (Yugoslav) presidency 
on an unconditional and absolute 
ceasefire in crisis areas in Croatia 
with the existing definition of the 
confronted sides and the current 
role and position of the Yugoslav 
People’s Army in war hotbeds." 

Miodrag Simovic, deputy 
prime minister of the central re- 
public of Bosnia-Hcrzegovina, 
which has a mixed population of 
Muslims, Serbs and Croats and is 
squeezed between Croatia and 
foe largest republic Serbia, said 
tiie fighting was spreading to Bos- 
nian territory and asked the army 
to secure its borders. 

Last weekend some of the mor- 
tars fired in battles inside Croatia 
landed in Bosnia. 

If widespread violence hits 
Bosnia, many Yugoslavs feel it 
could match or even eclipse any- 
thing seoi so far in the federation 
because of the republic's explo- 
sive ethnic mix. 

In Vienna, Austrian leaders 
Sunday urged countries preparing 
to recognise the three Baltic re- 
publics to give similar considera- 
tion to the efforts of Slovenia and 
Croatia to leave Yugoslavia. 

Foreign Minister Alois Mock 
told Austrian television that Au- 
stria's coalition government was 
likely to discuss the independence 
drive of the Baltic republics of 
Estonia, Latvia and Lithuania 
Monday. 

“The same thing is now hap- 
pening in two Yugoslav republics, 
Slovenia and Croatia, which are 
trying to obtain their independ- 
ence, and I think more attention 
should be paid to their cases,” 
Mr. Mock. said. 


Sihanouk criticises U.S. , ^ 
says compromise possible 


PATTAYA, Thailand (AP) — 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk Mon- 
day accused Washington of 
hindering progress towards peace 
in Cambodia, but expressed 
optimism that the country’s war- 
ring sides could find a comprom- 
ise solution. 

Prince Sihanouk, who heads 
Cambodia's Supreme National 
Council (SNC), arrived at his 
seaside resort for a week of talks 
to try to end Cambodia’s 12-year- 
long civil -war. 

The fighting has displaced hun- 
dreds of thousands of Cambo- 
dians, leaving many hungry and 
homeless in one of the world’s 
poorest countries. 

The council, .an interim body 
made up of the four Cambodian 
factions, was to convene later 
Monday to negotiate differences 
over a United Nations peace' 
plan. The plan provides for a 
monitored truce, demobilisation 
and extensive U.N. supervirion 
of the Phnom Penh government 
prior to elections. 

On his arrival, the prince said 
he hoped the United States would 
be “kind enough” not to unravel 
any consensus reached by the 
Cambodian parties, which in- 
clude the pro-Hanoi government 
in Phnom Penh and three guerril- 
la groups wfaikhbave battled it. 

The United States and other 
countries have said the U.N. plan 
was the best chance for peace, 
and that Cambodians can negoti- 
ate its details but should not 
make any major changes. Other- 
wise, they say, the peace settle- 


ment will be too fragile. 

The Cambodian factions have 
all supported the basic 
framework of the plan but the 
Phnom Penh government has de- 
manded amendments. 

On die eve of the conference, 
Phnom Penh Premier Hun Sen 
also expressed concern that some 
foreign countries would be “ob- 
structive” during the negotia- 
tions. 

U.S. officials declined to com- 
ment on what appeared to be 
moves by the Cambodians to 
paint U.S. policy as a stumbling 
Mode to peace. 

Prince Sihanouk said the 
Khmer Rouge, the largest of tire 
three guerrilla groups, seemed to 
be “more flexible than ever” and 
would be able to achieve an 
understanding with the Phnom 
Penh government. He said other 
conditions conducive to peace in- 
clude rapprochement between 
Vietnam, the government’s key 
backer, and China, the major 
supporter of the Khmer Rouge. 

On Sunday, Mr. Hun Sen said 
his government agreed to de- 
mobilise 40 per cent of its army 
during the period before the 
U.N. -supervised elections. 
Phnom Penh previously had in- 
sisted on keeping its entire army. 

The 12-member SNC will meet 
for three days, then confer with 
representatives of the five perma- 
nent members of the U.N. Secur- 
ity Council which drafted the 
Cambodian peace plan — the 
United States, Soviet Union, Chi- 
na, France and Great Britain. 


Cheers, L. A. Law, and Sir John Gielgud win Emmys 


PASADENA, California (R) — 
The hit series Cheers, the most 
nominated show in U.S. televi- 
sion history , led the field with 
four Emmy Awards Sunday, in- 
cluding test comedy series. 

Kirstie Alley won for Best Ac- 
tress in a comedy series and her 
co-star, Bebe Neuwirth, Cap- 
tured the Supporting Actress 
Emmy for their roles in the com- 
edy set in a Boston bar. 


James Burrows was named 
Best Director Jot the comedy 
series. 

"People go to our bar like they 
go to a real bar. They pull up a 
chair and just relax,” he said of 
the show, which has received 101 
Emmy nominations in its nine- 
year history. 

The Emmys are the industry’s 
highest honour and winners are 
chosen by the Academy of Tele- 
virion Arts and Science. 

The NBC series L.A. Law, the 


story of life in a Los Angeles law 
office, was named Best Drama 
Series, the fourth time it has won 
the award. 

Sir John Gielgud, 87, won his 
first Emmy for Best Actor in a 
“miseries or a television special 
for his role as the interfering 
father-in-law in Summer's Lease. 

One of the most popular win- 
ners of the night was film star 
Burt Reymolds, who won his first 
Emmy for his television series 
Evening Shade. 

“I have never been nominated 
for anything and I have never 
won anything. But, by hell. I 
have now,” he said to cheers 
from the audience. 

Patricia Wettig, a repeat win- 
ner, had the ironic touch of win- 
ning the award for Best Actress in 
a drama series for her role of 
Nancy Weston in Thirtysome- 
thing — an ABC show the net- 
work cancelled. 

In accepting the award, Wettig 


said: “This is my last time to say 
goodbye to the character of Nan- 
cy Weston. It is kind of sad, but I 


.have enjoyed being Nancy.'* 

A second star of the Unity- 


something, Timothy Busfield, 
won the Emmy for Best Support- 
ing Actor in a drama series for his 
work on die show. 

Many of the television stars 
wore red ribbons on their gowns 
and tuxedos to show support for 
the AIDS (acquired immune de- 
ficiency syndrome) research cam- 
paign as they packed Pasadena 
Civic Auditorium for the tele- 
vised show. 

The hit CBS series Murphy 
Brown, starring Candice Bergen, 
and a special made for cable 
television’s home box office. Hie 
Josephine Baker Story, each won 
two awards at Sunday's cere- 
mony, bringing their totals to five 
apiece. They had received tech- 
nical and artistic awards at a 
non-televised ceremony Satur- 


day. 

Lynn Whitfield won her first 
Emmy for playing the title role in 
The Josephine Baker Story, and 
her husband, Briton Brian Gib- 
son, won the award for Best 
Director in a miniseries or a 
special for the show. 

Broadway actor James Earl 
Jones won two Emmys: One for 
Best Actor in a drama for Ms 
series Gabriel's Fire and the 
other for Best Supporting Actor 
in a miniseries or a television 
special for his role in Heat Wave. 

Hie Emmys even paid tribute 
to another award programme — 
the Academy Awards earned 
honours for its writers, producers 
and host comedian Billy Crystal. 

The ABC Television Network 
received 11 awards followed by 
NBC with eight, CBS and Public 
Broadcasting Service with three 
each ,HBO with two and Turner 
Network Television Cable Ser- 
vice with one. 



Raisa Gorbachev 
is Reeling better* 


MOSCOW (AP) — Raisa ^Gor- 
bachev was feeling better after 
suffering an apparent attack of 
nerves following a coup attempt 
against her husband, a presidential 
spokesman said. “The stale- ; of 
(Mrs. Gorbachev’s) health ^im- 
proving and she is recovering,” 
Russian television quoted pres- 
idential spokesman Vitaly 
Ignatenko as saying Sunday. 
“She had a strong attack, wfitdB 
caused concern for ber Hfe,” J Mr. 
Ignatenko was quoted as saying. 
Mrs. Gorbachev. 59. reportedly 
was resting at the family’s country 
home northwest of the aty.Jtfr. 
Ignatenko said Sunday morning 
that Mis. Gorbachev was “sick: 
But Z cannot say it is serkms^ He 
said she had not “been fading 
well since being in the Crinjea.” 
Raisa Gorbachev was last seen in 
public getting off an airplane at s 
Moscow airport after three days 
in captivity with Gorbachev, their 
daughter Irina, son-in-law Alex- 
ander and two granddaughters. 
Mrs. Gorbachev was walking 
alone and carrying one of the 
sleeping grandchildren in her 
arms, witnesses said. 


TASS wants 
Independence ’ 


MOSCOW (R) — The official 
Soviet News Agency, TASS, 
which told the world a week ago 
that Communist hardliners were 
taking over from President 
Mikhail Gorbachev, should 1 fee 
independent, according to ; - a 
group of its jounalists. The agen- 
cy, for decades the mouthpiece of 
the Kremlin, has said that Rus- 
sian Information Minister 
Mikhail Poltoranin backed . the 
transformation plan and prom- 
ised that financing would, con- 
tinue until the reorganisation was 
completed. “The essence of the 
plan is to transform TASS from a 
state organisation into an inde- 
pendent news agency,” ifasaid. 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin, 
rapidly gaining ascendancy over 
Soviet leader Mikhail Gor- 
bachev, accused TASS of partici- 


pating in tbe coup after It broad- 
cast statements by the hardline 


emergency committee” which 
briefly seized power. On Satur- 
day he sacked TASS Director 
Lev Spiridonov and Albert Vla- 
sov, chairman of the semi-official 
Novosti .News Agency, for trans- 
mitting disinformation. 


Alaska salmon sent 
toSovietsto. 
celebrate democracy 


ANCHORAGE, Alaska (R) — 
Alaska has loaded a gift of 9,000 
cans of pink salmon into an 
Aeroflot jet bound from Anchor- 
age to the Soviet Far East. Tbe 
salmon, destined for the cities of 
Magadan and Khabarovsk,, is a 
gift to celebrate democracy from 
the state of Alaska to its eastern 
neighbour, Alaska’s governor 
said. “I think it’s a great day for 
democracy and for freedom and 
for tbe young of the world," 
Governor Wally Hickel said as be 
stood on the tarmac with the 
boxes of salmon awaiting loading. 
Eventually, up to 2.7 milliofl 
kilogrammes of donated salmon 
will be sent across the Bering Sea, 
Mr. Hickel said. The first shipment 
totalled 4,500 kilogrammes, 
he said. Hickel said he came up 
with the idea of giving — ’ 

excess salmon Wednesday, 


die rightwing coup against Soviet 
Mikhail Gorbachev cot 


President 

lapsed. Hie donation helps Ala* 
kans to clear our Prince Wfljfem 
Sound bays that are choked with 
a tardy salmon return. Exroft. 
Corp. has paid for the salmon - 
canmng and shipment. Otto Har- 
raon, Exxon's Alaska operations 
manager, said the company ^*- 
pected to spend about $2mmRmr 
canning and sending saknos^to 
the Soviet Far East 71/ 
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How old is old? 


TOUCHKEEPSIE. New 
~ Life may begin at 4 
s big step closer toward i 
age. Just ask anybody. T 
what pollster and baby b< 
Lee Miringoff, who nms the 

St Colirop Tncfihrf. r 1 



ty W) people if they 
age that year was yoi 
aged orold. fri 1987. wt 

Mmngoffwas 36 years old 
cent said be was ybunj. I 
when the pollster was 39, 
per cent thought he was 

hit, Mr. V 
toned 40 and the tide c 
ojnsKKt turned even mor< 
agamst faun. Only 58 i 
°f the people he polled 
^ 5431 ytong. M 

. P® cent said ace- 
toddle-aged. “Tha 

on to 3$ 
said. There 
waxta&m: Hartfe *' 
was old. 
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